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Show Me Cannabis
By CAMMY BLOUNT of the Forum
Recently, two associa-

tions have been established 
in Missouri to petition for 
the legalization of canna-
bis. Those organizations are 
Show-Me Cannabis and Sen-
sible Missouri. 

Sensible Missouri is a 
statewide cooperation of 
cannabis therapy patients, 
committed to the task of 
treating the chronically and 
terminally ill.  Its mission 
is to seek to educate the 
public in regard to all as-
pects of medical cannabis 
and its medicinal applica-
tions. Show-Me Cannabis 
Regulation is an associa-
tion of organizations and 
individuals who believe 
that cannabis prohibition 
is a failed policy, and reg-
ulating cannabis in a manner 
similar to alcohol would bet-
ter control the production, 
distribution and consump-
tion of cannabis than the cur-
rent criminal market system 
does.

Mark Pedersen, a fulltime 
activist, chief editor of the 
Medical Cannabis Journal 
and the founder of Sensible 
Missouri, campaigns in many 
major cities across the state. 
Speaking at open forums, he 
uses lectures and films such 
as What if Cannabis Cured 
Cancer in order to educate 
the public about the possible 
benefits of cannabis.

“I’ve interviewed over 150 
people with a wide range 
of illnesses,” stated Peder-
sen. “For years now, we’ve 
worked to try to get our 
legislatures to pass a House 
bill that would provide pro-

tection for people who are 
chronically and terminally 
ill, who would choose to use 
cannabis as an adjunct and 
alternative to the pharma-
ceuticals. The ones who need 
cannabis the most to treat 
their terminal illness don’t 
have access because of the 
artificially inflated price that 
prohibition has created. We 
believe that our bill will do 

away with this issue.”
In 2007, Pedersen inter-

viewed Douglas McVay, 
Director of Research for 
Common Sense for Drug 
Policy at the Missouri State 
NORML Conference in Co-
lumbia, MO. Doug, a cancer 
survivor, credits cannabis for 
aiding his chances of recov-
ery and easing the affects of 
chemotherapy.

“It had quite a lot to do with 
my recovery, if only because 
I was able to eat. I’d wasted 
down to 128 pounds after 
trying the Megace appetite 
stimulant. I would become 
nauseated and weak, things 
that you don’t want in an 
appetite stimulant. The can-
nabis provided pain relief, 
anti nausea and was a mood 
enhancer for me ”.

This past June, petitions 
were distributed in Spring-

field, MO by the Show-
Me Cannabis Regulation 
to launch an initiative that 
would decriminalize pos-
session of small amounts 
of cannabis. The initiative 
seeks an amendment to an 
ordinance so that adults are 
not arrested and instead face 
a fine, community service 
or counseling for possession 
of a misdemeanor amount 
of marijuana. The most se-
vere penalty would be a 
$150 fine. This measure will 
save Springfield’s taxpayers 
thousands of dollars in law 
enforcement expenses every 
year.

While the results of the pe-
tition would lessen the blow 
to many citizens’ records, 
not all agree with the results 

it would bring, if approved. 
Springfield’s City Attorney 
Dan Wichmer said he re-
viewed the proposed changes 
to the ordinance and doesn’t 
think they would be legal. 

“I believe it conflicts state 
and federal law,” he said, 
although illegal language 
wouldn’t stop the proposal 
from going to a vote if 
enough signatures are gath-
ered. “That’s council’s call, 
and I’m still looking into 
it.”

Show-Me Cannabis Regu-
lation board member Ma-
randa Reynolds said she 
hopes the petition will show 
the voters people would like 
to see laws concerning mari-
juana changed.

“Our goal here is to lessen 
penalties,” said Reynolds. 
“This is just a step in chang-
ing laws around the state”.

Textbook Choices
By JEFF SILER of the Forum

Top DLC for Cheap

Roadside Breakdown
By SARAH HAYES of the Forum

What Every College Student Should Know

The ones who 
need cannabis the 
most to treat their 
terminal illness 

don’t have access...

The semester is just starting 
and we all know that book 
prices are absolutely through 
the roof, but hopefully by 
the time you’re done reading 

this your mind will 
be a little more at 
ease.

By this point, 
most people know 
that there are more 
options than just 
going to our cam-
pus’ bookstore and 
purchasing your 
books for class. 
There are online sites like 
Amazon, Buy, Abe books, 
and many others that give 
students an affordable alter-
native to purchasing their 
books from the school. When 
researching some of the core 
class textbook prices, classes 
like English Composition 1, 
Intermediate Algebra, Biol-
ogy 1, American History 1, 
and a few others, the price 
difference really wasn’t as 
big as people make it out to 
be (American History 1 is 
actually cheaper at our book 
store than on Amazon and 
abebooks.com). Although 
some textbooks in the book-
store can be a bit pricey, it is 
still considered an excellent 
and helpful resource for stu-
dents of Florissant Valley.

What students may not 
know about the bookstore is 
that they will buy back your 
books no matter where you 
get them.  The bookstore also 

offers you the op-
tion to rent text 
books as well. In 
order to rent them 
students need a 
major credit card, 
not a debit card, 

which is a change 
that went into ef-
fect this semester. 
Laura Stevens, 
the auxiliary ser-
vices manager, 
says that fact has 
seen the textbook 
rental industry suf-
fer a major drop off. Another 
current trend that hasn’t 
seemed to take off, accord-
ing to Stevens, is the usage 
of the ever growing eBook 
industry. A number of classes 
are offering their textbooks 
via the eBook option and 
eBook’s are actually sub-
stantially cheaper than your 
standard textbook (and more 
environmentally friendly), 
but the biggest issue seen is 
the fact that eBook readers 

are not cheap. The bookstore 
remedies this problem by 
renting out eBook readers 
as well. That gives students 
one more affordable alter-
native when preparing for 
their class schedule.  Another 
growing trend is the usage of 
Facebook for classes. Pro-
fessor Scott Dorough taught 
his Media Literacy via Face-
book. 

There are many op-
tions out there for stu-
dents to get their books, 
but before you do, check 
out the campus book-
store. All purchases 
from the bookstore are 
additional revenue for 
the college, and hy-
pothetically speaking, 
could essentially lower 

tuition costs in the future. 
Over 92% of the bookstore’s 
profits are made off of books 
and supplies sold to students 
and faculty. Another thing to 
think about is the fact that our 
schools tuition is much lower 
than that of your four-year 
institutions and if you think 
about it, you are still spend-
ing a lot less money here.

It’s another hot day in Saint 
Louis and Joe Blow is driv-
ing his parents’ minivan 
down I-270 on his way to his 
weekly psych class. He has 
the windows rolled up and 
the A/C cranked to the max, 
as is his radio. He is so fo-
cused on “Rack City” that he 
doesn’t notice how low his 
gas tank is until the minivan 
starts sputtering and stalling 
on the road. 

Panicking, Joe manages to 
steer the rattling vehicle onto 
the side of the road right be-
fore the needle hits empty. 
Joe Blow finds himself 
standing on the side of the 
highway, wondering what he 
should do next and what he 
could have done to prevent 
this.

Joe Blow is hypothetical, 
but that doesn’t mean his 
story is an unfamiliar one. As 
the Saint Louis summers get 
hotter, the last thing anyone 
wants is to be stranded with 
no assistance in sight. How-
ever, many students may not 
be aware of what they need to 
do to stay a safe driver during 
these high temperatures, or 
the various resources open to 
drivers in distress.

For younger students in 
college, the dangers of driv-
ing are higher for them than 
for older, more experienced 
drivers. According to a 2009 
study by National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, drivers under the age 
of 20 have the greatest pro-
portion of distractions. Inex-
perience is a major factor in 
these accidents. Without the 
correct knowledge and un-

Summer is just about over 
and so are the big videogame 
releases of the season.  While 
gamers may have beaten 
their favorite games over 
and over and are looking for 
something to pass the time, 
don’t fret. There are great 
titles to download for cheap 
prices as well as other down-
loadable content to enhance 
a title you may have already 
conquered.

Batman: Arkham City: Har-
ley Quinn’s Revenge: (Xbox 
360, PS3) As if Batman: 
Arkham City wasn’t awe-
some enough, fans can now 
download Harley Quinn’s 
Revenge for $10(800 MS 
points). The events take 
place after the ending of 
Arkham City, so players may 
want to make sure to beat the 
original story before playing 
though this DLC. Without 
spoiling any major plot lines, 
Harley Quinn, the Joker’s 
trusty sidekick, wants re-
venge on Batman and lures 
him back into Arkham City 
to fulfill her plans. This DLC 
is a great way to enjoy the 
Caped Crusader and one of 
the best games of last year 
even more. Plus, fans get to 
play a portion as Robin, the 
Boy Wonder. I’d call that a 
win in my book. Stop hesitat-
ing and download this amaz-
ing pack now.

Tony Hawk Pro Skater HD 
(Xbox 360, Available August 
28 for PS3): Are you ready to 
re-live your childhood with 
a gaming gem from yester-
year? Then download Tony 
Hawk Pro Skater HD for 
$15 (1200 MS points).  The 

By MARCUS McDANIEL of the Forum

derstanding of how vehicles 
work on the road, younger 
motorists more than any 
other group are unable to 
make the correct decisions 
that lead to safe driving. 

In order to cut down on 
accidents, college drivers 
should keep a few important 
tips in mind while on the 
road. 

Tip # 1 Keep an eye on the 
weather. Whether it’s raining 
torrents or covered in snow, 
the condition of the road 
changes several driving fac-
tors. These include the speed 
of the car and the condition 
of parts of the car. 

Tip # 2 Make sure to see 
the other drivers and what 
they are doing. It’s the differ-
ence between sailing safely 
through a green light and 
getting rammed by someone 
who had their turn signal 
on. 

Tip # 3 Pay attention and 
slow down when passing 
through work zones. The 
workers are making sure the 
roads are safe enough to be 
driven on, so they should 
be respected and also kept 
safe by driving through their 
work areas at slower speeds 
than usual. 

There is a certain level of 
preparedness college driv-
ers should have when on the 
road. The trunk of your car 
is where you keep the essen-
tials for smart driving. This 
includes a spare tire, local 
maps, jumper cables, water 
in case the engine overheats, 
a tool kit, and a fire extin-
guisher. There should also 
be a first aid kit, in case of 

injury.
For when the trunk essen-

tials aren’t enough, there 
are services available that 
provide roadside assistance. 
The American Automobile 
Association (AAA) is a na-
tional service that can be 
reached over the phone at 
1-800-AAA-HELP by its 
members, which costs a fee. 
AAA members can also use 
the 24-hour service Road 
Service Online. Modot pro-
vides its own Motorist Assist 
which moves disabled vehi-
cles off the highway as well 
as perform minor repairs. 
Drivers can reach them via 
*55 on their mobile; the ser-
vice is free to all motorists.

You can call your own me-
chanic, as they usually offer 
their own roadside assistance 
services as well as towing. 
Ask what kinds of fees they 
charge for their services.

Florissant Valley cam-
pus provides assistance to 
stranded student drivers. 
Campus police regularly pa-
trol the campus area and can 
assist with any emergencies. 
According to the school’s 
website, the Flo Valley police 
can help students with issues 
such as lockouts and jump-
starts. Like some of the ser-
vices above, calling upon the 
campus police does not come 
with a fee. 

Driving with less experi-
ence is hard, but it doesn’t 
have to be a disaster. With 
this information at hand, Flo 
Valley students can make 
sure their next trip doesn’t 
end like Joe Blow.
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first entry in the Tony Hawk 
series is redone in high defi-
nition and adds online mul-
tiplayer to the mix. Fans of 
the second and third install-
ment of the series will be 
pleased to find that tricks like 
manuals were added along 
with some of the top names 
in skateboarding today. The 
original soundtrack remains 
intact and gamers will be 
kick-flipping and grinding to 

some of their favorite tunes 
from1999. There’s no need 
to finish building that time 
machine now. Just fork over 
the dough to transport your-
self back to the end of the 90s 
and enjoy this game. 

Wreckateer (Xbox 360, 
must own Kinect): If you 
own a Kinect and are an 
Angry Birds fanatic then you 
should go nuts for Wrecka-
teer.  Players must use their 
bodies to shoot a variety of 
different wrecking balls to 
destroy castles filled with 
goblins. This is a pretty en-
tertaining game for the whole 
family and is a great addition 
to a slim market of decent 
Kinect titles.  Xbox owners 
can blow up castles for just 
$10 (800 MS points).

Fruit Ninja (Xbox 360, 
must own Kinect): Sticking 
with the Kinect theme and 

mobile gaming, check out 
Fruit Ninja on Xbox 360. 
The title will only cost $10 
(800 MS points) and play-
ers can enjoy one of the top-
downloaded mobile games 
without using a touchscreen. 
Instead of the finger swipe 
used on cell phones, gamers 
use their arms to become liv-
ing room ninjas.  The console 
version also supports local 
cooperative play. People will 
have tons of fun chopping 
through waves of fruit but 
try not to karate chop your 
buddy in the face (well…at 
least use a “Waaachaaa!” if 
you do.)

Walking Dead (Xbox 360, 
PS3, PC): Are you a fan of 
the Walking Dead comic and 
TV series? Do you just love 
zombies and survival hor-
ror games? Well for a mere 
$5 each, fans can download 
parts one and two of the epi-
sodic Walking Dead game. 
Brought to us by TellTale 
games, the studio that deliv-
ered cult favorite games like 
Sam and Max, gamers will 
navigate the world of the 
undead as Lee Everett. This 
game stays really close to 
the source material and play-
ers should use caution when 
making decisions since each 
action or choice will affect 
the entire five-part series and 
how it ends.

Those are just a few nug-
gets of DLC to wet your 
whistle during this gaming 
drought. Check out these 
titles and I’m sure your thirst 
will be clinched until the fall 
gaming season. Keep calm 
and game on.


