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St. Louis Com-
munity College, 
as part of the lo-
cal Project Lead 
The Way, has 
been involved in 
the production 
and distribution 
of nearly 6,000 
engineering 

textbooks to local students. These notebooks 
are required for those in the PLTW’s Pathway 
to Engineering curriculum, and now have 
students across Saint Louis using the same 
standard learning device. The notebooks were 
distributed to 34 schools in 21 of Saint Louis’ 
districts. STLCC continues to support PLTW 
through efforts such as various conferences, 
teacher training, and a high school student 
design competition aimed at engineering 
students.

By Sarah Hayes of the Forum

NEWSBRIEFS
  STLCC Distributes 
Engineering Notebooks

 The latest selection for STLCC’s yearly reading 
circle is “The Nine: Inside The Secret World Of The 
Supreme Court” by author Jeffrey Toobin. This non-
fiction book is a study of the Supreme Court and the 
Justices that make up the highest court of law in 
the United States of America. The campus’ read-
ing circle will be meeting on October 30 to discuss 
Toobin’s novel. This meeting will take place in the 
IR building, on the third floor in room 319, at 12:30 

p.m. Students are encouraged to discuss the book as well 
as bring their own lunch.

FVCC’s Reading Circle 
Goes To Court

Starting this August, the college’s Public Information and Marketing 
department has launched an informational new website for students, 
faculty, and local residents. This website, called STLCC NOW, contains 
up-to-date information concerning the college, as well as the school’s 
employees, students and alumni. Visit the new site at now.stlcc.edu.

College Launches STLCC NOW Site

    For students taking summer 
classes that were held in certain 
areas of the Engineering and 
Training Center building, July 12th 
was an unexpected (although not 
unwelcomed) day off. These areas 
were cut off from normal college 
traffic and limited to the police 
officers and other emergency 
personnel from the Florissant Valley 
campus as well as surrounding 
counties.  
    What was the previous day a 
place for lectures and learning was 
turned into the setting for reports of 
shots fired, officers with weapons 
drawn and ready, and shooters on 
the run, sometimes with hostages. 
    A hot Friday in July was the 
background for a scheduled armed 
intruder drill, an appropriate enough 

response in the 
face of criticisms 
that the college’s 
campus police were 
not trained to deal 
with hostile and 
dangerous persons 
who could threaten 
the safety of students 
and staff, like the 
recent attack at the 
Meramec campus.  
    Participation in the 
drill was expressely 
limited to police and emergency 
personnel, including officers from 
Berkeley and Ferguson police 
departments. Only persons with 
the appropriate credentials were 
allowed inside the exercise area, 
which was sealed off to all outside 

personnel once 
the drill took 
place.    
    In total, the 
drill lasted from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  
    During the drill, 
police officers 
and emergency 
personnel 
reeneacted 
a series of 
scenarios that 
could plausibly 

happen on campus, including a 
hostage situation and a situation in 
which there are multiple shooters in 
the school.  
    Student workers who 
volunteered were pulled into the 
exercise and trained to be realistic 

dramatizations of students caught 
in the crossfire; some were even 
set up as faux hostages.  
    Live ammunition was not used; 
both sides used weapons that fired 
plastic pellets which, although not 
lethal, required everyone involved 
to wear face masks as the pellets 
can cause significant harm and loss 
of sight if they hit the eye.  
    A similar training exercise also 
occurred at the Wildwood campus 
on the same day as Florissant 
Valley’s event.  
    In place of airguns, Wildwood 
campus’ police personnel used 
blocks of wood that they struck 
together to create the noise of 
gunfire.

Flo Valley Holds Armed Intruder Drill


