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Open Mic: A Man Made Of Mirrors
By STEVEN BELL, Forum Contributor

I come to you as an angel, with white wings and a halo.
I appear calm, with open palms, singing a soprano song.
Shape shifting my morality. You trust me without validity.
Your vitality is all I need. Stay and watch the storm with me.
Watch sideways lightning in the night sky mirror your vital signs.

One hot flash at the speed of light means you can’t see the crash
Coming in future sight. What was had was is in the past. I’m sorry.
I know you wanted it to last but I was in a hurry. You hardly 
Got to see me, I was blurry. Gone before you even started
To love me, leaving you hallow hearted, feeling unwanted and ugly.

I was shallow from the beginning. That you should have known.
This is a sad ending but I hope you’ve grown. I left for you my reflection,
You can keep it as your own. You can hate what it looks like,
But it’s no lie. I personified your shadowed desires, brought them to life.
Look at yourself clearer. I am your perfect lover. A man made of mirrors. 

   

Campus Professor Gets Roadside Spotlight 
On Local Billboard

By SARAH HAYES of the Forum

   Students at Florissant Valley 
Community College who drive 
westward on Pershall Road and 
I-270 will likely spot the college’s 
latest billboard, another effort to 
spread FVCC’s visibility and raise 
enrollment rates. Students might 
even recognize the professor whose 
image is smiling down at them 
from the parking lot of nearby 

Greater Grace Church, especially if 
they have taken a journalism or a 
mass communications class in the 
past year.  
    For those who have not had a 
chance to see it, our own Professor 
Renee Thomas-Woods is currently 
featured as the campus authority 
on documentary-style filmmaking. 
“I feel very honored to be selected 

to participate in the billboard 
advertising campaign to promote 
STLCC,” says Professor Thomas-
Woods. “I’m very humbled by the 
experience because I’m used to 
being in the background making 
things happen a little more than 
being featured. At first it was a little 
uncomfortable to see myself on a 
huge billboard. But after a month, 
I’ve gotten used to seeing it, and 
now I think it’s kind of cool.” 
    It’s no wonder Thomas-Woods 
is being touted as the professor 
to approach by up and 
coming filmmakers; she is 
the director of “The Great 
Northwestern”, a 2012 
documentary featuring the 
students of the Northwest 
Academy of Law, as well as 
the director of multiple one-
act plays for the Terry M. 
Fischer Theatre.   
    As for the billboard’s 

effect on the community, Thomas-
Woods says that the STLCC’s 
image being displayed throughout 
the city brings “much needed 
positive visibility” to the school 
and “helps the community see that 
we as faculty are real people and 
accessible.” 
    A similar billboard can be found 
along I-170, featuring Dr. Syed 
Chowdhury, a neurophysiologist 
currently teaching at the Wildwood 
campus.
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