
St. Louis  •  Community  •  College

FEATURES F
V
3

The Forum is dedicated to serv-
ing in the role it plays as the campus 
newspaper for St. Louis Community 
College at Florissant Valley. The 
staff of the paper believes in the 
accountability of the individual, as 
well as the whole. We also believe 
in the importance of accuracy in our 
stories, and strive to be as correct as 
possible in everything we publish. 
It is our desire to fulfill the purpose 
for which we exist, namely to be a 
credible and objective source of in-
formation and entertainment for all 
students, faculty, and staff of our 
campus. 

The Florissant Valley Forum 
is published by the students of St. 
Louis Community College at Flo-
rissant Valley, 3400 Pershall Road, 
Ferguson, Mo. 63135

Telephone: 314-513-4454
FAX:          314-513-4080

The Forum is free to students and 
employees of the campus. 

Letters to the Editor may be 
mailed, transmitted electronically, 
or hand-delivered to the editors in 
Student Center Room 223.  All let-
ters must be signed and must include 
a home telephone number; anony-
mous letters will be discarded.  The 
editors will verify identities of letter-
writers.

Any letter making personal at-
tacks against members of The Forum 
staff, Florissant Valley students, fac-
ulty, or staff will be discarded.

 All letters meeting the above 
criteria will be published, unless 
withdrawn in a timely manner by the 
author.  For financial reasons, letters 
already set in type will not be with-
drawn.

The editorial staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for length, or to 
correct grammatical or punctuation 
errors.  No letter will be edited to 
alter its author’s intent.

All text, photos, graphics, and 
other content are the property of The 
Forum and may not be reproduced 
without written permission of the 
editors.

Views and opinions expressed in 
The Forum are not necessarily those 
of St. Louis Community College, its 
Board of Trustees, or the college ad-
ministration.  The editors are solely 
responsible for the content of the 
newspaper.

The Forum is a member of and 
follows the code of ethics of the 
Associated Collegiate Press and is 
a member of the Missouri College 
Media Association. 

Contributing editorials are not 
necessarily the opinions of the edi-
tors.
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Motorcycle chases, exploding bombs, 
dangerous women with guns, and maniacal 
villains bent on destroying the country of 
England as we know it: all in a day’s work for 
the most celebrated spy in film history, James 
Bond. Despite this agent entering his fiftieth 
year on the job, now in his sixth persona, and 
the third time played by Daniel Craig, Bond 
is still chasing bad guys and drinking mar-
tinis like it’s 1962. In this latest adventure, 
the future of Military Intelligence Section 6 
(MI6) - and the future of the film franchise 
itself - rests in Bond’s hands.

In Bond’s twenty-third outing, Skyfall, 
Bond is temporarily taken out of commission 
and goes AWOL while hunting down a list of 
undercover MI6 agents. However, when an 
ex-MI6 operative by the name of Raoul Silva 
(Javier Bardem) gets his hand on the list and 
puts MI6 in his cross-hairs, it’s time for Bond 
to return to duty. Aiding him is field operative 
Eve (Naomie Harris), MI6’s new Quartermas-
ter and gadget genius Q (Ben Whishaw), and 
head of Secret Intelligence Service, M (Dame 
Judi Dench).

Daniel Craig’s turn as James Bond has al-
ways been with its fair share of controversies. 
Many hardcore Bond fans did not agree with 
the idea of Agent 007 being a blonde man, 
and the darker edge of Craig’s films - Casino 
Royale and Quantum of Solace - have been 
seen as a stark contrast to the more buoyant 
films of Craig’s predecessor, Pierce Brosnan. 
However, this third Craig film as Bond might 
be the one to turn hardcore fan opinion of the 
actor’s portrayal from negative to positive. 
Skyfall draws upon Bond’s past as well as 
several iconic figures from the film series to 
create a very memorable action-thriller film 
for the fall movie season.

James Bond has always been a man of 
mystery, and Skyfall keeps this aura around 
its main character while still exposing parts 

of his past such as his parents’ names and 
the place where he spent his childhood. We 
also see Bond at his most vulnerable, hav-
ing been deemed unfit for service by MI6 
but still being sent out into the field to hunt 
down Raoul Silva and save military intel-
ligence from going under. Daniel Craig’s 
performance during the physical and mental 
tests in the new MI6 headquarters is power-
ful and nuanced and almost award-worthy 
by itself.

Bond’s latest nemesis Raoul Silva has 
a major ax to grind with MI6, and M in 
particular. Bardem dons a blonde wig and 
does a smashing job as the maniacal Silva 
who proceeds to make everyone in MI6 look 
foolish with his computer hacking skills. 
The scenes between Bond and Silva crackle 
with palpable tension as the two agents of 
MI6 face off with only their wits at hand. 

Skyfall is drenched in Bond mythos, 
from the introduction of Q to Bond taking 
a shaken (not stirred!) martini early in the 
film. Keep an eye on Naomie Harris’ charac-
ter, Bond fanatics; this beautiful field spy’s 
reveal at the end of the film will certainly 
keep you talking after the credits end. Fans 
of Dench’s M will certainly love how central 
to the plot her character is, as well as the 
development of her almost motherly rela-
tionship with her most famous agent.

Of all the action films that have been 
released this year, Skyfall is aiming to pull 
the best of them off their pedestal. It is a 
non-stop roller coaster ride of action and 
thrills featuring Britain’s best spy doing 
what he does best: saving the world from 
destruction, one well-choreographed fight 
scene at a time. If this is Daniel Craig’s best 
turn at Bond so far, one can only hope he 
sticks around in the iconic role for another 
three films.

Being a guy, most 
people wouldn’t expect me 
to enjoy the films from the 
much talked about Stephanie 
Meyers “Twilight” series, 
but the sad thing here is that 
I actually kind of like them. 
The love triangle between 
Bella, Edward, and Jacob 
has always intrigued me. 
With that being said, the 
“Twilight” series has come 
to its epic conclusion with 
the release of “Breaking 
Dawn Part 2”.

If you are not famil-
iar with the series, let me 
bring you up to speed. Bella 
(Kristen Stewart) moves 
in with her father, Charlie 
(Billy Burke) in the small 
town of Forks, Washington. 
She starts at a new school 
and is immediately intrigued 
by this “sparkling guy” 
at the school, the dreamy 
Edward Cullen (Robert Pat-
tison). Edward eventually 
saves Bella from being hit 
by a moving truck. Edward 
does have some competition 
in Bella’s neighbor Jacob 
(Taylor Lautner), who is 
intrigued by Bella. So, in 
short, Bella likes Edward, 
Edward likes Bella, Jacob 
likes Bella, and Edward 
and Jacob hate each other 
for more reasons than just 
Bella. Bella eventually finds 
out about Edward being a 
vampire and that leads to 
two and a half movies (end 
of “Twilight”, “New Moon” 
and “Eclipse”) where she 
is trying to convince him to 
turn her into a vampire. He 
eventually does in “Break-
ing Dawn Part 1”, she has a 
child, and that brings us to 
“Breaking Dawn Part 2”.

“Breaking Dawn Part 2” 
starts off where the last one 
ended with Bella having just 
given birth to Renesmee. 
Basically, the film focuses 
around Renesmee and how 
she has impacted the en-
tire vampire community. 
This installment gets away 
from the love that Bella and 
Edward share and puts more 
focus on the vampire side of 
the story. When the Volturi 
(basically the Vampire Mob) 
learn of the new edition to 
the Cullen family they im-
mediately think they have 
produced an “immortal” 
child which is frowned 
upon in their society. The 
whole movie consists of the 
Cullen’s gathering enough 
Vampires in order to fight 
the Volturi.

In my eyes this was a 
rather unnecessary film for 
this series because it goes 
so far away from the origi-
nal storyline that it really 
doesn’t go with the rest of 
the series. I’m not saying it’s 
a bad film in any way shape 
or form, but as for being a 
part of The Twilight Saga it is 
really unneeded. I will say that 
there is a pretty epic fight scene 
at the end of the film that rivals 
that of some of the best action 
movies in recent memory, so 
there is something for every-
one. 

I would recommend seeing 
this film, based on the fight 
scene alone, but other than that 
it wasn’t the best movie I’ve 
ever seen, as expected. I would 
say to go ahead and see it but 
don’t rush out like it’s the end 
of the world.

When you use words like “friends” and “sharing,” you don’t think of the 
possible dangers that could occur being part of a social network but the real-
ity of it is there are many. We all have the great chance of being part of the 
statistics, from identity theft to our employer snooping. The problem is the 
Internet leaves us very vulnerable to a long list of threats.  

According to National Cyber Security Alliance (NCSA)-MacAfee Online 
Safety Study in 2011, 26% of Americans said they were sharing more infor-
mation on social networks than the previous year.

When Joan Goodchild, senior editor of Chief Security Officer Online, 
was asked, “Do people really have privacy on Facebook?” she responded:

“No. You may not realize that when you are playing the popular games on 
Facebook, such as Farmville, or take those popular quizzes, every time you 
do that, you authorize an application to be downloaded to your profile that 
you may not realize gives information to third parties.”

With the rising hype of social networking, employers are getting involved 
too:  Companies have polices regarding what you can and cannot post, em-
ployers are gathering information about you, and are looking at your social 
media pages. 

Our relationships aren’t safe either.  We’re letting everyone know just 
how we feel unasked and it could hurt us more than we ever imagined.  Ac-
cording to a survey completed by the American Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers on Facebook, more and more lawyers and clients are coming to di-
vorce court armed with evidence from Facebook that their spouse is cheating, 
flirting, or changing their relationship status on Facebook. In fact, the survey 
claims that 20% of divorce cases are Facebook-related breakups.

Examiner.com, an insider source for everything local, goes as far as nam-
ing the top three problems that social media causes in relationships:

 •Reveals too much information. Any “Friend” or “Fan” can look into 
your past photos, wall posts, comments, events, etc. and learn everything 
social media presents “About” you, without speaking to you once.

 •Pressures relationships by publicizing private issues. Conflicts and inter-

actions can be publicly presented and lead to comments and opinions from 
any person who views the information. 

 •Goldmine for jealousy. Changing privacy settings to avoid presenting 
misinformation and differing on- and off-line personalities may make it ap-
pear that you are hiding something and cause conflict.

Here are some tips to help keep you safe during your social networking 
provided by About.com

There’s no such thing as private. Whatever you post, tweet, update, 
share -- even if it’s deleted immediately afterwards -- has the potential to be 
captured by someone, somewhere, without your knowledge. 

X marks the spot. Be cautious about using geo-location services, apps, 
Foursquare, or any method that shares where you are. Women use geo-loca-
tion services less compared to men; many are afraid of making themselves 
more vulnerable to cyber stalking.

How old are you now? If you must share your birthday, never put down 
the year in which you were born. Using the month and day are acceptable, 
but adding the year provides an opportunity for identity theft.

Review before posting. Make sure your privacy settings enable you to 
review content where friends have tagged you before they appear publicly 
on your page.

It’s a family affair. Make it clear to family members that the best way of 
communicating with you is through private messaging or email. 

How do I know you? Never accept a friend request from someone you 
don’t know. Even when someone appears as a mutual friend of a friend or 
several friends, think twice about accepting unless you can concretely iden-
tify who they are. 

Who knew that making friends on-line, sharing, and what appear to be 
harmless games would lead to Internet crimes.  Social Networking has made 
us vulnerable and more susceptible to being victims.  Beware of how you 
spend your free time and maybe all those hours in front of the computer or 
attached to your phone could be used to get out and make “real” friends.  


