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The Forum is dedicated to serv-
ing in the role it plays as the campus 
newspaper for St. Louis Community 
College at Florissant Valley. The 
staff of the paper believes in the 
accountability of the individual, as 
well as the whole. We also believe 
in the importance of accuracy in our 
stories, and strive to be as correct as 
possible in everything we publish. 
It is our desire to fulfill the purpose 
for which we exist, namely to be a 
credible and objective source of in-
formation and entertainment for all 
students, faculty, and staff of our 
campus. 

 

 

The Florissant Valley Forum 
is published by the students of St. 
Louis Community College at Flo-
rissant Valley, 3400 Pershall Road, 
Ferguson, Mo. 63135

Telephone: 314-513-4454
FAX:          314-513-4080
The Forum is free to students and 

employees of the campus. 
Letters to the Editor may be 

mailed, transmitted electronically, 
or hand-delivered to the editors in 
Student Center Room 223.  All let-
ters must be signed and must include 
a home telephone number; anony-
mous letters will be discarded.  The 
editors will verify identities of letter-
writers.

Any letter making personal at-
tacks against members of The Forum 
staff, Florissant Valley students, fac-
ulty, or staff will be discarded.

 All letters meeting the above 
criteria will be published, unless 
withdrawn in a timely manner by the 
author.  For financial reasons, letters 
already set in type will not be with-
drawn.

The editorial staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for length, or to 
correct grammatical or punctuation 
errors.  No letter will be edited to 
alter its author’s intent.

All text, photos, graphics, and 
other content are the property of The 
Forum and may not be reproduced 
without written permission of the 
editors.

Views and opinions expressed in 
The Forum are not necessarily those 
of St. Louis Community College, its 
Board of Trustees, or the college ad-
ministration.  The editors are solely 
responsible for the content of the 
newspaper.

The Forum is a member of and 
follows the code of ethics of the 
Associated Collegiate Press and is 
a member of the Missouri College 
Media Association. 

Contributing editorials are not 
necessarily the opinions of the edi-
tors.
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A Second Chance 
for Wayward Students

By Devese Ursery of the  Forum

In the United States, 
the goal of most individuals 
is to acquire a good job so 
that they may be able to 
live comfortably. The most 
lucrative careers require a 
college degree or at least a 
certificate and in order to 
have that one must have 
a high school diploma 
or  have passed a General 
Educational Development 
(G.E.D.) test. 

The old adage “It‘s not 
what you know, but who 
you know,” is true when it 
comes to getting a job, but 
it is also false. Knowing 
the right person can get 
your foot in the door, but 
without a college degree, 
an applicant will never get 
noticed. Gateway to College 
is an educational alternative 
for out-of-school youth who 
may not have had success in 
other learning environments.

Since 2003, Gateway 
to College has grown from 
its original site at Portland 
Community College to 
a network of colleges 
nationwide. More than 
2,800 students have already 
enrolled, and thousands 
more will be served with 
sustainable partnerships. In 
St. Louis, the Gateway to 
College program is partnered 
with the Hazelwood School 
District, Ferguson-Florissant 
School District, and St. 
Louis Community College-
Florissant Valley.

The Gateway to College 
is sponsored by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, 
which has funded the 
replication of the Gateway 
to College program as a 
part of its Early College 
High School Initiative, 
in partnerships with the 
Carnegie Corporation 
of New York, the Ford 

Foundation, and the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. In 
addition, the Gateway to 
College national network 
has also received support 
from the Wal-Mart 
Foundation. 

Gateway to College 
is a scholarship 
program for 
students that range 
in ages from 16 
to 20, who have 
dropped out or 
on the verge of 
dropping out of 
high school in 
the Ferguson-
Florissant, 
Ritenour, 
Normandy 
and Riverview 
school districts. 
The program 
allows students 
to earn a high 
school diploma while 
earning college credits 
toward an associate degree 
or certificate. Tuition and 
book costs are covered by 
the program and all classes 
will meet on the Florissant 
Valley campus of St. Louis 
Community College. To be 
eligible for the Gateway 
to College Scholarship a 
student must:
•	 Be 16 to 20 years old.

•	 Have attended McCluer 
South-Berkeley, Riten-
our, Normandy or Riv-
erview High School and 
currently live within the 
school district.

•	 Possess reading skills at 
an eighth-grade level or 
higher.

•	 Be behind in high school 
grade-level credits.

•	 Have 17 or fewer high 
school credits.

There is a five-step 
application process that all 
applicants must finalize in 
order to become students 
of the program. In step one 
the applicant must complete 
an application packet that 
consists of an application. 

The application also has 
three essay questions 
that must be answered 
completely. There is 
also a Student Consent 
Information form that must 
be signed by all applicants 
under 18 years old along 
with a parent or guardian. 
A school administrator 
must also sign the Student 
Consent Information form. 
Applicants must also obtain 
a transcript from the school 
district that they attended. 
All forms must be completed 
and signed where applicable. 
In step two the applicant 
has to reserve and attend an 
information session. 

To reserve a spot at 
the information session 
the applicant must call 
the Gateway to College 
information line at 314-
513-4338. When attending 
the information session 
applicants must bring their 
application packet and 

completed essay questions. 
In the information session 
the applicants will gather 
more in-depth information 
on the Gateway to College 
program and take reading 
level assessment test. 

In step three if an 
applicant 
meets all of 
the eligibility 
requirements 
and can display 
the ability to 
read on at least 
an eighth-grade 
level by passing 
the reading 
assessment test 
the applicant 
will be referred 
to a two-day 
evaluation 
session. Each 
session will last 
around two and 

a half hours and will allow 
candidates the opportunity 
to prove that they have the 
essential reading, writing, 
and math skills attain 
success in the program. 
Applicants must attend both 
evaluation sessions and 
complete all in-class and 
homework assignments. 

In step four, the 
applicant will interview 
with one or more Gateway 
to College staff members. 
At the interview, staff 
members get a chance to 
identify with the applicants 
on a more personal level 
and learn what motivated 
them to become a part of 
the program. In step five, 
is the selection committee 
will review all candidate 
applications for the Gateway 
to College program who 
have completed steps one 
through four. 

The selection committee 
will be evaluating applicants 

based on the following 
factors:
•	 Candidate meets all the 

eligibility requirements

•	 Application is complete, 
and all application ma-
terials were turned in by 
the deadline

•	 Candidate achieves at 
least the minimum stan-
dard scores on all evalu-
ations

•	 Candidate displays posi-
tive behavior, attitude 
and participation at the 
evaluation sessions

•	 Candidate completes 
the individual interview 
and shows that he/she is 
ready and motivated 

•	 Candidate displays a 
commitment to complet-
ing the Gateway to Col-
lege program 

Applicants will be 
notified by letter of the 
committee’s decision. 
Contact information for 
resource specialist, a class 
schedule, a campus map and 
information about the next 
steps of the aspiring student 
will be sent along with the 
acceptance letter. 

To find out more about 
the Gateway to College’s 
national network or 
admission into the program 
visit the website at www.
gatewaytocollege.org, or call 
314-513-4216. Candidates 
can also call Director, 
Wendell Covington, at 
314-513-4251 or Resource 
Specialist, James Gillespie, 
at 314-513-4160.

How To Spend Summer In Saint Louis
By Sarah Hayes 
of the Forum 

Summer is here – and 
that means hot days, hot 
nights, and trying to beat 
the heat while also having 
fun with as little money as 
possible. But summertime 
in Saint Louis does not have 
to be boring or expensive, 
as long as you know all 
the right places to go. The 
Forum presents to you five 
great places in the Saint 
Louis area that are perfect 
for a weekend summer trip.

1. Science Center’s 
First Fridays: 
Every first Friday of 
the month, the Saint 
Louis Science Cen-
ter holds a different 
event that is free to 
the public. These 
events are made to 
be both educational 
and entertaining – 
one night is about 
the gadgets of spies, 
while another takes 
visitors through the 
science of television 

program Doctor 
Who. Each event 
ends with a free 
screening of a clas-
sic science-fiction 
film in the Center’s 
OMNIMAX The-
ater. A full schedule 
can be found at 
www.slsc.org/first-
fridays.

2. Saint Louis City 
Museum: Located 
in the former In-
ternational Shoe 
Company on North 
15th Street, the City 
Museum is a fun, 
hands-on attrac-
tion for both kids 
and adults. You can 
crawl through an 

aquarium, make art 
in Art City, and play 
in the MonstroCity. 
General admission 
is $12 for ages 3 and 
up and the Museum 
is open all week. 
You can visit them 
online at www.city-
museum.org.

3. Laumeier Sculp-
ture Park: If you 
think the only art 
in town is at the 
Art Museum, think 
again. The Sculpture 
Park, which is free 
and open to the pub-
lic, features some of 
the oddest sculptures 
and art currently 
on display in Saint 
Louis. Visitors can 
see a wide variety of 
works, including the 
current exhibition 
“The River Between 
Us” which show-
cases art inspired 
by the Mississippi 
River. Plus, you 
can’t beat a giant 
eyeball. More in-

formation about the 
park can be found at 
www.laumeiersculp-
turepark.org.

4. Ferguson CityWalk 
Concert Series: 
Ferguson CityWalk 
by itself is a fun 
way to spend a 
day – this area of 
historic downtown 
Ferguson has many 
shops, restaurants, 
and local attractions 
to choose from – but 
the Concert Series 
is especially excit-
ing. This series of 
free concerts runs 
through early Oc-
tober and feature a 
wide variety of local 
musical talent. A 

full schedule of the 
CityWalk Concert 
Tour can be found at 
www.fergusoncity-
walk.com.

5. Center Of Creative 
Arts (COCA): 
Known as the center 
of arts in the metro 
Saint Louis area, 
COCA always has 
something going on, 
whether it is sum-
mer arts classes, 
new art installations, 
regular perfor-
mances of popular 
musicals and plays 
by local writers, and 
more. An arts insti-
tution whose mis-
sion is “enriching 
lives and building 
community through 
the arts,” it is the 
perfect summer spot 
for any lover of the 
humanities. More 
information about 
COCA can be found 
online at www.co-
castl.org.


