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Pictured above: Norma Grogg, Mike Cave and Professor Steve Bai

By Holly Shanks of the Forum and KCFV

Recently, the Flo Valley 
student radio station, KCFV 
89.5 The Wave, announced 
the 2013 winner of The 
Phillip H. Grogg Award at a 
ceremony held at the Terry 
M. Fischer Theatre. 

KCFV annually recognizes 
one individual for outstand-
ing leadership and dedica-
tion. Students involved with 
the radio program nominate 
a fellow station member 
they feel embodies what the 
Grogg Award is all about. 

This year’s winner is 
Mike Cave, a STLCC Mass 
Communications student, 
who joins the 31 previous 
Grogg winners by receiv-
ing a golden microphone 
trophy, $500 scholarship 
and his name immortalized 
on a permanent wall plaque 
displayed at KCFV.  

The Award was estab-
lished in memory of Phillip 
H. Grogg in 1983. Grogg 
tragically died from injuries 
sustained in an automobile 
accident in the fall of the 
previous year. A former 
KCFV student manager, 
Grogg exemplified dedica-
tion to his job and a love 
of broadcasting. Grogg’s 
mother, Norma, found un-

cashed KCFV paychecks 
in her son’s belongings and 
decided to return them to Flo 
Valley President Dr. David 
Harris to purchase some-
thing for the radio station.  

Instead, Harris decided 
to set-up the first award 
in STLCC’s history to be 
named after a student. The 
Grogg Award “recognizes 
an outstanding student who 
demonstrates excellence in 
the areas of broadcasting 
skills and leadership.”

The KCFV Faculty Advi-
sor and Broadcast Program 
Director Steve Bai and 
General Manager Paul Hud-
dleston select three finalists 
from the nominee list and 
then during the ceremony 
announce the winner. Each 
runner up receives a plaque 

and a $100 scholarship. The 
two students named as final-
ist, along with Cave, were 
Heather Perez, National 
Broadcast Society presi-
dent and social media and 
promotions student manager 
and Isaiah Jackson-Post, 
KCFV news director and 
National Broadcast Society 
treasurer.

Bai announced Cave as this 
years Grogg Award recipient 
and upon hearing his name 
called he immediately rec-
ognized both of his fellow 
nominees with a handshake 
and then took the podium.

Cave offered thanks to the 
attending Grogg family for 
their continued support of 
the program and to STLCC 
and KCFV, as well as, Steve 
Bai, Paul Huddleston and 

former Station Manager Tim 
Gory. He says he had no 
idea of where he was going 
when he started at STLCC, 
but in his first semester Intro 
to Broadcasting class taught 
by Bai and after meeting 
Gory he found what he 
wanted to do and where he 
wanted to be.  

He acknowledged all the 
students and personalities 
that make up KCFV and 
gave a shout-out to Barry 
Yoakum, former Grogg win-
ner and KCFV veteran DJ, 
for putting him on-air for the 
first time and showing him 
the ropes. Cave is known 
on-air as “Big Mike” maybe 
because he stands well over 
six feet in height and com-
mands the airwaves with an 
intense and booming voice 

that cannot be mistaken 
while listening to his radio 
shows or visiting with him.    

Cave is no stranger to 
balancing family, school 
and work. He is the father 
of 8-year old Lillian and re-
cently welcomed a new baby 
boy to the family, Alexander. 
Cave also conveyed his 
thanks to his fiancée, Eliza-
beth, for her support through 
everything. 

Cave is well on his way 
to realizing his dream of 
working in radio. He is cur-
rently employed as a board 
operator at Emmis Com-
munications, who own and 
operate local stations such 
as, The Point, KSHE 95 and 
K-Hits.  

Bai, a nearly three decade 
journalist and broadcast 

news veteran conveyed 
the importance of KCFV 
students learning from sys-
tems the industry currently 
utilizes and being a first 
class learning lab that works 
to provide the best broadcast 
training of any college in 
the area. He said the future 
was bright for KCFV and 
announced the station would 
undergo instillation of a new 
transmitter and program-
ming system this year. The 
upgraded systems will en-
sure that any student partici-
pating in the FV Broadcast 
program will be up-to-date 
with industry standards. 

“I believe everyone on the 
[KCFV alumni] list and ev-
eryone in the room believes 
that KCFV is a special place. 
Because they defined their 
future within the walls of the 
radio station,” Bai said. “I 
do believe we change hearts 
and minds and we expand 
minds and change lives 
everyday.” 

For more information 
about KCFV, the Grogg 
Award or to listen through 
live streaming, visit www.
stlcc.edu/FV/KCFV/Index.
html
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Writers and contributors at 
the Forum, the student run 
newspaper at St. Louis Com-
munity College-Florissant 
Valley, are feeling pretty 
good after receiving 12 
awards at the 2013 Missouri 
College Media Associa-
tion. The Forum competed 
in Division 4 against other 
state community colleges, 
including the Montage at 
Meramec and the Scene at 
Forest Park.

Editor Devese Ursery won 
three awards – first place 
in news writing, second 
place in editorial writing, 
and second place in sports 
column. Co-editor Sarah 
Hayes won second place 
in entertainment review 
as well as two honorable 
mentions for feature writing 
and entertainment review. 
Marcus McDaniel, an editor 

during the 2012 school year, 
won first place in editorial 
writing.

Holly Shanks, Forum 
newspaper editor in 2012 
and now KCFV’s news 
director, won third place for 
her “Rock Block” regular 
column, the Forum’s long-
running music column. 
Terence Monroe won first 
place for his sports column 
as well as an honorable men-
tion in the same category. 
Artist Christina Lowe won 
third place for non-political 
cartoons. Steve Smith won 
an honorable mention for the 
same category.

In addition to MCMA 
awards, the Forum has re-
cently won awards from the 
Society of Professional Jour-
nalists. Holly Shanks’ “Rock 
Block” won first place 
while photographer Bradley 

Rayford won third place for 
his photography work at a 
screening for the 2012 film 
“Think Like A Man”.

Readers of the Forum 
can find the newspaper on 
Twitter at @fvforumeditor. 
Forum stories can be read 
at their official blog, www.
fvforumflo.blogspot.com. 
The Forum will be holding 
an official release event for 
the Forum’s new website, 
www.fvforumnews.com, 
at the start of the 2013 fall 
semester. 

Right: Bradley J. Ray-
ford, Holly Shanks, Renee 
Thomas-Woods and the 
Meramec Montage editor 
and advisor.
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FVCC Looking for Families To Host International Students

POTUS To Keep Student Interest Rates From Doubling

STLCC Plus 50 Launches Baby Boomers Into New Careers

Two Students Take Home 
Honors For Innovative Art

Florissant Valley is in need of families to host international students as part of the Schol-
arships for Education and Economic Development (SEED) program. This program is to 
bring highly skilled and low-income students from other countries to study in the United 
States. SEED students will be arriving in the States this August in order to attend classes 
for the 2013-14 school year. Each host family will receive a monetary stipend to support 
their guests while they stay in the host family’s home. They are also expected to help their 
student guest learn about American culture, succeed in class, and become fluent in the Eng-
lish language. Interested parties may contact Susan McKnight at 314-513-4237 or Joseph 
Cooper at 314-513-4124.

President Barack Obama has pledged to keep the student loan 
interest rate from doubling on July 1st, which will happen if 
the President’s proposed 2014 fiscal year budget is not passed.  
In Obama’s plan, he plans to lower interest rates to 2.9%, give 
students more affordable repayment options, and to keep grants 
such as the Pell grant are available for low-income students. 
The onus is now on Republicans and Democrats in Congress to 
create a solution that will cut rates on all student loans and will 
not charge higher interest rates for college students who borrow 
money. In Missouri, the average amount of subsidized loans 
taken out by a secondary education student is $3,729, according 
to the U.S. Department of Education.

Two of Saint Louis Community College’s art stu-
dents have a lot to brag about, as they have recently 
nabbed top honors in the 2012-13 Student Art Compe-
tition. Forest Park’s Sarah-Marie Land and Meramec’s 
Sarah Gill were the two STLCC students who were 
chosen for awards out of 95 total student entrees. 
Sarah-Marie Land’s piece, “Elliot,” won first place in 
the competition while Sarah Gill’s piece, “Kingdom 
Falls”, won a Juror’s Choice Award. The League for 
Innovation in the Community College (LICC), which 
includes nineteen colleges, was the sponsor of the 
competition. The college is a founding member of the 
LICC.

In an American workforce with a growing number of adults age 
50 and over, Saint Louis Community College is starting an initia-
tive to move ‘baby boomer’ workers into new careers through 
college courses. The STLCC Plus 50 Initiative invites older 
adults to come back to school and learn new skills for profes-
sions in education, health care, and social services. An Initiative 
concierge will be available at each campus for assistance, and 
several programs can lead to a certificate and possibly a degree in 
a certain industry. More information about Plus 50 can be found 
online at plus50.aacc.nche.edu.

Above: “Elliot” by Sarah-Marie Land.
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By Sarah Hayes of the Forum


