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The Forum is dedicated to serv-
ing in the role it plays as the campus 
newspaper for St. Louis Community 
College at Florissant Valley. The 
staff of the paper believes in the 
accountability of the individual, as 
well as the whole. We also believe 
in the importance of accuracy in our 
stories, and strive to be as correct as 
possible in everything we publish. 
It is our desire to fulfill the purpose 
for which we exist, namely to be a 
credible and objective source of in-
formation and entertainment for all 
students, faculty, and staff of our 
campus. 

 

 

The Florissant Valley Forum 
is published by the students of St. 
Louis Community College at Flo-
rissant Valley, 3400 Pershall Road, 
Ferguson, Mo. 63135

Telephone: 314-513-4454
FAX:          314-513-4080
The Forum is free to students and 

employees of the campus. 
Letters to the Editor may be 

mailed, transmitted electronically, 
or hand-delivered to the editors in 
Student Center Room 223.  All let-
ters must be signed and must include 
a home telephone number; anony-
mous letters will be discarded.  The 
editors will verify identities of letter-
writers.

Any letter making personal at-
tacks against members of The Forum 
staff, Florissant Valley students, fac-
ulty, or staff will be discarded.

 All letters meeting the above 
criteria will be published, unless 
withdrawn in a timely manner by the 
author.  For financial reasons, letters 
already set in type will not be with-
drawn.

The editorial staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for length, or to 
correct grammatical or punctuation 
errors.  No letter will be edited to 
alter its author’s intent.

All text, photos, graphics, and 
other content are the property of The 
Forum and may not be reproduced 
without written permission of the 
editors.

Views and opinions expressed in 
The Forum are not necessarily those 
of St. Louis Community College, its 
Board of Trustees, or the college ad-
ministration.  The editors are solely 
responsible for the content of the 
newspaper.

The Forum is a member of and 
follows the code of ethics of the 
Associated Collegiate Press and is 
a member of the Missouri College 
Media Association. 

Contributing editorials are not 
necessarily the opinions of the edi-
tors.
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Campus Security Is Dead, Long Live Campus Security

On April 18, a young 
woman at Meramec 
campus, Blythe 
Grupe, was attacked 
in the bathroom of the 
Communications South 
building. Her attacker, 
who according to Grupe 
intended to kill her, 
jumped her and grabbed 
her neck in a strangling 
attempt. The woman’s 
screams attracted an 
instructor, who was able 
to break them up and call 
Campus Police. In turn, 
Campus Police took the 
assailant, student Jevon 
Mallory, into custody 
only to turn him back into 
public life with a slap 
on the wrist - barring the 
young man from all Saint 
Louis Community College 
campuses. 

During the first 48 
hours of the attack, no 
charges were filed and 
no statement from the 
college to students or 
press was released. It 
was only after Grupe’s 
family approached the 
press did Kirkwood police 
officially file charges 
against Mallory: assault 
on school property, a 
class-D felony. According 
to Missouri law, the most 
years Mallory can face in 
jail are four years. STLCC 
did not officially release a 
statement on the Meramec 
assault until April 23, 

the same day Mallory 
was charged and nearly 
a week after the initial 
attack. Four days after 
Mallory was charged, 
Chancellor Myrtle Dorsey 
held a press conference 
in which she formally 
apologized for how the 
college handled the attack 
and reaffirmed that their 
main priority was student 
safety.

At this point, 
local press have been 
extensively covering 
the Meramec attack, 
questioning why the 
college waited so long to 
issue an official statement 
or press charges. Several 
female students have 
approached local news 
station KDSK and said 
that they too had been 
victimized by Mallory 
and had informed Campus 
Police of his activities, 
although Campus Police 
would not confirm these 
statements. 

Amidst everything, 
on April 29, Chancellor 
Dorsey announced the 
resignation of Meramec’s 
president, George Wasson, 
and that Wildwood’s 
own President Pam 
McIntyre will serve as 
interim president for the 
belabored campus. ‘Safety 
Forums’ are to be held at 
every STLCC campus so 
safety procedures can be 

reviewed and questions 
about how our campuses 
response to incidents can 
be answered. 

When it rains, it pours 
- and it’s pouring buckets 
right now on the college’s 
reputation. The last thing 
STLCC’s public image 
needs right now is a 
black eye and yet here we 
are, punching ourselves 
in the face. Waiting 
almost a week to inform 
students of an attack on 
the Meramec campus? 
Whack. Not formally 
charging the student 
assailant until the victim’s 
family went to the press? 
Whack. Campus Police 
letting the young man go 
with a slap on the wrist 
that amounts to only a 
piece of paper in practice, 
since there’s nothing 
concrete that was there 
to stop Jevon Mallory 
from coming onto another 
STLCC campus and 
attacking another student? 
Whack whack whack.

The Chancellor 
and other college 
representatives have said 
that safety is their top 
priority. How are they 
answering the public’s 
concerns over recent 
attacks? Open forums 
and an emergency text 
service, as well as a 
public reshuffling of 
administration. Surely, 

we can do better. This is 
not a problem that can 
be brushed aside, even 
if we might wish to in 
order to make our college 
look better. Saint Louis 
Community College as 
a whole needs to stop 
pretending like everything 
is good and right in 
the kingdom of higher 
education and recognize 
our issues - and one of 
those issues is campus 
safety. 

Campus violence 
is not a recent issue, 
especially not to Meramec 
students. It was only last 
year that a massive fight 
broke out on Meramec 
campus between a group 
of female students; 
it caught local news’ 
attention as one of the 
students carried her 
infant child into the fight, 
bringing a cry for child 
services to intervene in 
the situation. There have 
been fights on all STLCC 
campuses but this is the 
first time in recent history 
that security procedures 
have changed after an 
incident.

Let’s face it, this is 
not an issue the campus 
can spackle and forget. 
It’s a problem that has 
roots at every level of this 
institution. Being an open 
college coupled with a 
student body lacking in 

school pride and unity as 
well as security standards 
that are not up to date 
means whatever solution 
arises will be complex and 
will take time to put into 
action. 

Measures need to 
be put into place so that 
when a student reports 
harassment and threats 
from another student, 
that offending student 
is dealt with, not kept 
on campus to possibly 
attack a classmate. Having 
people throw themselves 
on their swords may 
assuage public anger but 
it is not going to help the 
young woman currently 
too afraid to come to class 
because she’s not sure 
Campus Police will reach 
her in time in case she is 
hurt.

We are Saint Louis 
Community College. 
We can take care of our 
students while promoting 
their wellbeing and 
education. We should not 
need a major news story 
to prod us into action. We 
are better than this. We 
have to be better than this. 
We need to work together 
to create practical, long-
lasting solutions for our 
campus security problems 
or the next time another 
Jevon Mallory attacks a 
student, it’s going to have 
a much different ending.

Film Review: What Comes Out Of 
The “Oblivion”

Tom Cruise and 
Morgan Freeman are 
two people who would 
definitely draw you to a 
movie. Throw in outer 
pace and some amazing 
special effects and you 
would most definitely 
have a 
really good 
movie. 
That’s not 
the case 
when it 
comes to 
“Oblivion”.

We’re 
in the year 
2077 and 
Earth has transformed into 
a post-apocalyptic state 
after battling through a 
war with an alien species 
known as the Scavs. Jack 
Harper (Tom Cruise) 
and Victoria (Andrea 
Riseborough) are the last 
remaining humans on 
Earth.  

Jack’s main focus is 
repairing drones that cycle 
through the planet making 
sure it is protected while 
Victoria keeps an eye on 
him using cameras and 
other forms of technology. 
Everything seems to be 
going well until a crash 
landing on Earth turns 

The Cleveland native 
formally known as Scott 
Mescudi, or Kid Cudi as 
the hip hop world knows 
him, has just released his 
newest album “Indicud”. 
Some say this is the third 
chapter of Cudi’s coveted 
Man on the Moon albums 
but the artist himself 
noted that “Indicud” 
would be fashioned with 
a different style than his 
freshmen and sophomore 
performances. This 
undoubtedly left some 
fans wondering if they 
would still enjoy the 
unorthodox Cudi they had 
grown to love. 

His freshmen debut 
“Man on The Moon: The 
End of Day” chronicled 
a man on the moon aloof 
from the world. It was 
relatable for me and 
those of us that aren’t as 
socially competent as our 
peers. 

Then Man on the 
Moon II dropped and it 
was much of the same but 
the second chapter of the 
Man on the Moon was 
traveling through a black 
hole. It took on a sinister 
version of the secluded 
life as Cudi’s dark 
thoughts contemplated 
their interior world. 

Indicud Review: The Return Of The 
Man On The Moon

everything around for 
Jack and Victoria.

Visually this is one 
of the best films I have 
seen in a long time. The 
special effects are out of 
this world and the scenery 
is absolutely breathtaking. 

Tom Cruise 
and Morgan 
Freeman are 
also about 
as stellar as 
they have 
always been. 

There is 
quite a bit 
of action, 
but other 

than that the movie is 
very slow paced at times 
and there are numerous 
plot holes that I saw 
throughout (I don’t want 
to spoil too much for 
you).

To be honest, I think 
that this movie caters to 
the sci-fi junkie crowd 
but other than them this 
movie will be kind of 
boring to most other 
people. I will give it credit 
for being a very original 
idea and the visuals 
alone make this a film 
that should be seen but I 
personally wouldn’t rush 
out to see it.

By JEFF SILER 
Of the Forum

By ANDRE BUNN 
Of the Forum

Then we travel to 
“Indicud” and our Man 
on the Moon is in a 
much different space 
than his counterparts. 
This man isn’t in as 
much contemplation as 
before. Instead our new 
man is boasting about 
his eccentric personality 
while he inspires himself 
and his listeners when 

“Unfuckwittable” drops 
after an eerie introduction. 

I immediately 
understood that this 
man on the moon was 
in a word content with 
himself as understood in 
one of my favorite songs, 
the standout “Just the 
Way I Am.” The track 
opens with the classic 
intergalactic Cudi sound, 
written with self examined 
lyrics. 

This time, he 
recognizes he is exactly 
what the title suggests 
and he’s okay with it - 
he welcomes it. Cudi 

becomes so enveloped 
with his new sense of 
awareness on his hit 
single “Immortal” that he 
feels he is ready to rule 
the night and the world.

The new Kid Cudi 
is no longer stressing 
about how he fits in to 
the norm. Instead, he 
chooses to forge his own 
lane and he’s driving full 

throttle with a great 
many flavor of “Girls” 
featuring who else but 
Too $hort, who is still 
showing us how to 
mack. 

However, 
even with all the 
braggadocious antics 

this new man isn’t without 
digression, going back to 
his wandering and pensive 
self when “Solo Dolo, Pt. 
II” featuring Kendrick 
Lamar pops or “Lord 
of the Sad and Lonely” 
marches across the stage. 

The triumph of the 
album is the way Kid 
Cudi owns who he is with 
upbeat tempos. 

The box he once felt 
himself to be stuck in is 
now marked V.I.P Only 
and if you’re not with the 
posse then you’re just out 
of luck.  

By SARAH HAYES 
Of the Forum


