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In a historic race that looked to be tight until the final moments, incumbent President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden have won second terms in the White House, defeating Republican nomi-
nees Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan. The final Electoral College vote count had Obama at 303 votes compared to Romney’s 206 votes. A majority of 270 electoral votes out of 538 are required to win the Electoral 
College.

Romney did not officially concede to Obama until 1 a.m. Wednesday morning. Earlier, his campaign had been contesting the results of Iowa’s votes for president but eventually dropped the matter. 

Missouri was red this election year, with 54 percent of the vote going to Mitt Romney. However, in the Senate and Governors’ race, the state was very blue. Incumbent Senator Claire McCaskill (D-MO) 
kept her seat against challenger Todd Akin (R-MO) with 55 percent of the overall vote. Akin’s defeat is being attributed to his recent comments on reproductive rights and “legitimate rape”, effectively demol-
ishing his appeal with women voters.

In her victory speech, McCaskill said she “finally won rural Missouri” – a reference to her previous difficulties in attracting the rural voters of Missouri. She also made an emotional shout out to her mother, 
Betty Anne McCaskill, who passed away during the last weeks of the campaign.

The Governors’ race ended in yet another incumbent victory, this time for Governor Jay Nixon (D-MO) over challenger Dave Spence (R-MO) by the same percentage of the vote as McCaskill.

For Missouri voters, several propositions were on the ballot this year, including tax increases and control of the St. Louis City police force. Below is a breakdown of the crucial propositions that were voted 
on this year.

• Prop A has changed who is in control of the Saint Louis police department. Having been overseen by the state since the mid-19th century, voters have decided to turn over control of the SLPD to the 
city itself. The decision was overwhelming for city control with 64 percent of the vote on “yes”.

• Prop B would have increased taxes on cigarettes sold within the state of Missouri by 73 cents. This tax increase was rejected by a 51 percent majority of “no” votes, narrowly beating out the “yes” 
votes. This is the third time Missouri legislators have attempted to raise tobacco taxes, and the third time it has failed.

• Prop E requires legislative approval or state election for any attempt to create a health insurance exchange in Missouri. It is a direct response to President Obama’s Affordable Health Care act, often 
referred to as ‘Obamacare’. The proposition passed with an overwhelming 64 percent of voters saying “yes on E”.

• Prop L and S are concerned with funding for the Saint Louis County Library (SLCL) and the Special School District (SSD). A majority of voters approved a tax increase that would raise revenue for 
the library system as well as the SSD of Saint Louis County. The SLCL has already made plans for its first project, renovation of the Tesson Ferry branch, to start in the fall of 2013.

Overall, Missouri has stayed Republican across the board with the exception of the Senate, the Governor, and several state representatives. There is no doubt that even as the 2012 national election cools 
down, both Republicans and Democrats in the state are already gearing up for the next big showdown in 2014. Whether or not Missouri will keep its red color or grow a bluer hue remains to be seen.
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