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Famous Author To Visit Flo
Albert of Adelaide’s Howard L. Anderson 

Schools Students On His Talking Platypus
By SARAH HAYES of the Forum

The life of Howard L. An-
derson, a New Mexico na-
tive, does not fit the typical 
narrative for most authors. 
Before he brought pen to 
paper, Anderson was a de-
fense attorney for Mexican 
nationals in his home state. 
Prior to that, he was a truck 
driver, a Hollywood script-
writer, a steel mill worker, a 
fisherman, and a soldier in 
Vietnam.

Given the many hats he’s 
worn and all he has seen, 
it’s no wonder Anderson’s 
premiere novel, Albert of 
Adelaide, follows someone 
trying to find himself in the 
dusty plains of the outback. 
It just so happens that the Al-
bert in Albert of Adelaide is 
a walking, talking platypus. 
And unlike the popular hat-
wearing platypus Perry on 
Phineas and Ferb, this platy-
pus doesn’t shy away from 
the occasional knife fight. 
Anderson will soon be com-
ing to St. Louis to tell the tale 
of Albert and how he came 
to be.

Albert of Adelaide follows 

the exploits of the platypus 
Albert, who is wandering 
through the desert landscape 
of Australia having escaped 
the confines of the zoo. He 
is looking for “Old Austra-
lia”, where animals can roam 
free, but finds his journey 
often swamped by a color-
ful cast of characters bent on 
getting Albert into trouble. 
This includes a fire friendly 
wombat, militant kangaroos, 
and a couple of rough and 
rowdy bandicoots that love 
the bottle.

For Anderson, Albert did 
not originally come to him 
as a story of a platypus look-
ing for a lost land. In its ini-
tial stage, Albert was a short 
story in which Albert “led a 
life of dissipation in the big 
city and moved to a billa-
bong [lake] in the country”. 
This idea did not last even a 
full page but it became the 
launching pad for what soon 
became his debut novel.

Anderson had no small 
dreams for the success of 
Albert as a novel. “I thought 
. . . it might become a cult 

classic,” he said, although 
he was taken by surprise by 
the “early mainstream inter-
est in the book”. Coming to 
Florissant Valley Commu-
nity College will be his first 
time speaking about his work 
in public.

Just as the characters in his 
novel, Howard L. Anderson 
has led a momentous and 
interesting life. In his high 
school years, Anderson en-
tered the military and flew 
with a helicopter battalion 
during the Vietnam War. He 
compares the experience to 
being in the Lafayette Es-
cadrille (a French air force 
squadron during World War 
One). “It was early in the 
war,” he explained. “You 
flew out and got shot at. If 
they missed, you got to come 
back and sleep in a chateau. 
It was a grand adventure.”

However, his true passion 
ended up being for his cur-
rent profession: being a de-
fense attorney on behalf of 
Mexican nationals charged 
with crimes while in the 
United States. Anderson de-
fends his clients, saying they 
are a “better class” of people 
than most. On behalf of his 
clients, Anderson says that 
most of them are not crimi-
nals - “just poor people try-
ing to get by.” This sounds 
like most of the characters 
in Albert of Adelaide: people 
trying to make a living in the 
Australian desert.

As for the total success of 
Albert of Adelaide, Anderson 
is ambivalent. “I’m not sure . 
. . call me next year.”

Howard L. Anderson will 
be talking to students Thurs-
day, November 15 at 12:15 
p.m. on the third floor of the 
library. Professor Paul Ny-
gard and the Flo Valley His-
tory Department will run the 
event and all students are in-
vited to attend.
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Sports Recap
A Year In Review

By MARCUS MCDANIEL of the Forum

The women’s soccer team added another notch in their victory column to earn a playoff spot in the 
NJCAA Championship Tournament. The team was impressive, scoring three goals in a 3-1 victory 
over Heartland’s 11th ranked defense. Heartland had not given up three goals in one game all season, 
making the win even more remarkable for the Archers. The win also pushes their record to an awe-
inspiring 16-3-1. The next playoff game is scheduled for November 12 against Butler Community 
College. 

The men’s soccer team fell short of their championship goal with a heart-breaking 3-2 OT loss in the 
Regional Playoffs. The team finished 5-9 on the season under new head coach, Dan O’Keefe but look 
to come back strong next year.

The volleyball team closed out their season with a loss to Cottey College in the Region XVI Tour-
nament. The team was unable to maintain their 4-2 hot streak from the month of October, but with 
coach Johnna Kinney expecting most of her freshmen to return for the 2013 season, the team should 
definitely bounce back. 

Basketball 

The men’s streak of 27-straight wins, dating back to last year, unfortunately comes to an end. The 
team lost a hard-fought battle at home against Lincoln College by a score of 56-53. The team looks 
to get back to their winning ways when they head to the Southwestern Illinois College Classic in Bel-
leville, Illinois.

The women’s basketball team returns home from their Tennessee road trip with a 1-1 record. The 
team defeated Jackson State University 69-45 but lost to Gallatin by a similar score, 69-43. The ladies 
will play their home opener against Southeastern Illinois College and hope to continue to dominate at 
home, a pattern established in the second half of last year’s season.

Volleyball

Soccer

On Friday, November 16, Rodgers Townsend held a Fall Forum 
for current students, recent and not-so-recent graduates of local 
colleges and universities to get an inside look at the agency life. 
Rodgers Townsend is a nationally recognized advertising agency 
that gives students the opportunity to meet with professionals, 
get advice on their portfolios and resumes, as well as create an 
award-winning integrated campaign. The event is held every 
year. Founder and CEO, Tim Rodgers talked about what it takes 
to make it in the ever-changing business of advertising and mar-
keting communications.    

Students Get Their Feet 
Wet in Advertising Biz                                     

University to Award World’s 
First Doctor of Comic Books 

Voter Celebration                                

eBokMall.com is seeking submissions for an interactive 
writing contest that allows readers to cast their votes for 
“America’s Next Author.” Industry professionals will oversee 
the competition, that began on September 17 and will choose 
a final winner in December. The grand prize is $5,000.

For more information contact Lauren Covello at lauren.cov-
ello@smithpublicity.com or call 856-489-8654, ext. 335.

On October 10, New Jersey’s Manmouth University awarded 
the world’s first fine art doctorate in comic books on Micheal 
Uslan, the originator and executive producer of the blockbuster 
Batman movie franchise that began in 1989, including the re-
cent Dark Knight trilogy.

The university chose Uslan for the honor because of his de-
cades of work establishing the genre aas an important element 
of American art and culture, said Manmouth President Paul G, 
Gaffney II.

“The Boy Who Loved Batman,” his biography, is now in 
bookstores and at amazon.com. He recently donated 40,000 
comic books and items from his collection to Indiana Univer-
sity’s Lilly Library. He points to these specific reasons why 
American is finally now, rightfully embracing its unique art 
form: 

* Comic books are a mirror of American society.
* Comic heroes are our modern mythology.
* The exposion of blockbuster feature films based on comic 

books and graphic novels has made American comics a global 
fascination.

* Comics have earned recognition in the art world.

On November 7, in the cafeteria members of the SGA  
served cake and punch to celebrate the efforts of students 
and faculty who participated in the voter registration and 
election process from 12:00p.m. to 2:00p.m.. Recievers of 
cake and punch had to fill out cards of encouragement to 
the president, the House of representatives and the Sen-


