
St. Louis  •  Community  •  College

ST. LOUIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

FEATURES 
F
V
4

November 12, 2012

By MARCUS MCDANIEL of the Forum

Test Time...Oh No!

By SARAH HAYES of the Forum

Gamer’s Buyers Guide
The Hottest Games for the Holidays

Tips To Avoid Stress And Ace That Exam

December is almost upon us and with that comes the loom-
ing threat of final exams. Only a rare student can brave exam week 
without flipping out at least once over all the material they will be 
tested. Passing these exams is the difference between moving on 
to the next semester of courses worry free and having to take some 
courses all over again. More and more students can be seen hun-
kering down over textbooks and notes, desperate to retain as much 
information as possible.

Exams, however, do not have to be a hassle or a source of 
stress. With some early planning and personalized methods for 
studying, every Florissant Valley student is capable of being a test-
ing master.

Start studying now. There is no way a student can cram the 
night before and remember everything for the test in the morning. 
When you take time out to study over an extended period of time, 
you become more comfortable with the material. When the test 
comes, the information comes to mind easier because you know 
it well.

Create a study spot. It could be a corner in a friend’s house, 
a booth in a coffee shop, or even one of the study corrals downstairs 
in the student center. Any environment where you can feel at ease 
but still focus on studying is a plus.

Grab friends and classmates to review with. Studying is 
one of those ‘the more, the merrier’ activities. Going over flash-
cards and explaining diagrams to others - these activities further 
reinforce lessons in the brain.

Ask your professors what will be on the final exam. They 
won’t be handing over a copy of the test, but they will gladly out-
line the material that will be covered. This is especially true if the 
professor has been teaching this class for many semesters already.

One problem students have with exams is the stress factor 
behind them. Yes, they are incredibly important to one’s grades. 
No, the world will not end if one gets less than an A. Not only is 
stressing out a waste of time, it has a negative impact on a student’s 
test-taking abilities. 

 The holidays are a great time for 
gamers. It’s the time of the year when 
most people get a break from the everyday 
grind of life and can spend a little time to 
unwind. Yes, we gamers should probably 
take this time to spend with our families, 
but it can be extremely difficult. Why? Be-
cause this is the time of year we all wait 
on: the holiday gaming season. November 
and December are filled with some of the 
biggest and most anticipated games of the 
year. This list should remind fellow gam-
ers of the upcoming “big guns” and help 
someone buy for that special game junkie 
in their life.

 Assassin’s Creed 3 (PS3, Xbox 
360; Out Now): New game. New hero. 
New time period. New location. Assas-
sin’s Creed 3 moves its setting from 15th 
century Italy to here in the United States 
before, during, and after the American 
Revolution. Connor Kenway replaces Ezio 
Auditore as the main character, but play-
ers will feel right at home with their new 
assassin. There are some slight changes in 
the controls to aid freerunning and are wel-
comed additions to the franchise. Pulling 
off counters and assassinations will still 
make you feel like a badass, and the story 
will keep you intrigued, as in previous in-
stallments. Newcomers to the series should 
start off with the previous titles before 
jumping into Assassin’s Creed 3, which is 
actually the fifth installment in the series. 
If you’re a fan of the series or just love ac-
tion games, pick up this title in stores now.

 Halo 4 (Xbox 360; Out Now): Ev-
eryone’s favorite space marine, Master 
Chief, is back. Halo 4’s story takes place 
almost five years after the ending of Halo 
3, and although the game is developed buy 

a new studio (343 Industries) rather than 
series originator, Bungie, gameplay will be 
familiar to Halo fans. In this first-person 
shooter juggernaut, Master Chief will find 
himself squaring off against his old ene-
mies, the Covenant, as well as laying waste 
to a new enemy, the Prometheans. Halo’s 
bread-and-butter has been it’s multiplayer, 
and fans will not be let down with this one. 
Since this game kicks off a new trilogy in 
the series, it’s a great jumping-on point for 
newcomers while providing tons of fun for 
old Halo vets.

 Call of Duty: Black Ops 2 (PS3, 
Xbox 360; Out 11/13; Wii U; Out 11/18): 
One of the most successful franchises in 
video game history returns with Call of 
Duty: Black Ops 2. The majority of the 
game is said to take place in the year 2025 
and sport futuristic weapons. Three new 
zombie modes will be added to the mul-
tiplayer, which are sure to appease Call of 
Duty fans or people who like cappin’ zom-
bies in general. This game looks to be as 
entertaining as the last few COD games, so 
get ready to grab those controllers and be 
“pwnd” and verbally abused by 12-year-
olds all over again on November 13.

 Nintendo’s Wii U Console (Out 
11/18): Nintendo looks to follow up the 
success of their motion-controlled Wii sys-
tem with the release of the Wii U. The Wii 
U will display full 1080p HD visuals, un-
like the Wii, and make use of a tablet-like 
controller. The system will be available in 
two forms. One is a $299 8GB basic set 
in white, which will include the console 
with 8GB of internal memory, HDMI 
cable, tablet controller and sensor bar. The 
second is a black 32GB deluxe set priced 
at  $349 that will include the console with 

32GB of internal memory, as well as ev-
erything listed in the basic set. The deluxe 
set also includes a gamepad cradle and 
stand, console stand, and a copy of the 
game Nintendo Land. Popular launch titles 
for the upcoming console are New Super 
Mario Bros. U and ZombiU. Will the new 
console have the buzz of the Wii? Only 
time will tell.

 Playstation All-Stars Battle Royale 
(PS3; Out 11/20): Playstation looks to fi-
nally have their answer to Nintendo’s cult 
favorite, Super Smash Brothers. Similar to 
that fighting game filled with Nintendo’s 
popular game characters and mascots over 
the years, Sony follows suit with their 
equivalent, Playstation All-Stars Battle 
Royale. The game will be a four-player, 
free-for-all beat-’em-up starring popular 
Playstation characters from flagship games 
like God of War’s Kratos, Uncharted’s Na-
than Drake, Tekken’s Heihachi Mishima, 
and Sweet Tooth from the Twisted Metal 
series. The roster will bolster many more 
Playstation icons and looks to be some-
thing fun for the entire family.

 Unfortunately, I was not able to list 
all of the popular titles coming out this 
holiday season, but hopefully it was a good 
sample size on what games are a must-buy 
or the perfect gift for your gamer. Happy 
holidays and amidst your turkey day…
game on.

 Here’s a list of some honorable 
mentions for your holiday buyers guide: 
Dance Central 3 (Xbox 360; Out Now), 
Lego Lord of the Rings (PS3, Xbox 360; 
Out 11/13), Disney’s Epic Mickey 2 (PS3, 
Xbox 360, Wii U; Out 11/18), Hitman: 
Absolution (PS3, Xbox 360; Out 11/20), 
Far Cry 3 (PS3, Xbox 360; Out 12/4)

The key to being a great exam taker is knowing when to 
study and when to chill. Having that balance can be the differ-
ence between the confident student who aces the exam and the 
exhausted, mentally blitzed student who blanks out on half the 
test. There are many ways a student can relax between study 
sessions.

Talk to your counselor. Florissant Valley campus has 
counselors on hand to talk to students about any present stressors 
in their lives, whether it is school related or personal. Counseling 
is located in the upper level of the Student Center. Their hours 
are 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. on Friday.

Take a walk. Sometimes, stepping away from the stacks 
and taking a walk is the best way to clear one’s head. Not only 
does it help remove the mental cobwebs from the brain during 
study sessions, it’s a way to sneak some exercise into the daily 
routine. A healthy body means a healthy mind.

Get some sleep. This doesn’t mean sleeping in class. 
Make sure you are getting enough rest every night; the average 
college student requires 6-8 hours of sleep on a nightly basis. 
Naps are a good tool during the day, but they should not be a 
substitute for actual sleeping.

Do anything other than schoolwork. Very often, looking 
at the same school stuff over and over for long periods of time 
can overwhelm a student. The best solution? Walk away from it 
and do something else: watch a TV show, read a book, go gro-
cery shopping, make a few phone calls. Anything that pulls you 
away from the desk for a brief moment of time is good.

December means tests, tests, and more tests. It doesn’t 
have to mean students losing their minds over them. With the 
right tools and techniques, exams become much more manage-
able and less scary. 


