
S T.  L O U I S  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  •  F L O R I S S A N T  VA L L E Y

10T
H

E 

O  R  U  MF   L  O  R  I  S  S  A  N  T   V  A  L  L  E  Y
S T.  L O U I S  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E 

FEATURE

October 21, 2013   Volume 52 Issue 10

Apple’s New OS Dazzles iPhone User Base
By KAT BREWER of the Forum
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“Junebug” Brings Story of Abuse to Light
By SARAH HAYES of the Forum

    Apple has released their newly 
redesigned user interface to the 
world of iPhone, iPad and iPod 
users. iOS 7 is the seventh version 
of Apple’s mobile operating sys-
tem. What sets this interface apart 
from previous versions of OS is a 
complete change of functionality 
and organization throughout. Until 
this year, it seemed that with every 
iOS update, less and less change 
was produced, but iOS 7 is said to 
be the biggest change since the 
iPhone itself. 
    The goal at Apple headquarters 
was always to keep devices, pro-
grams and interfaces as simple as 
possible. Change has been scarce 
since the first iPhone ever hit the 
market in 2007. iPhone users 
waited until 2011 just to get a white 
model. This year has been the first 
time significant change has taken 
place, as it is almost impossible to 
find a thing in iOS 7 that resembles 
its predecessor, iOS 6.
    The update hasn’t changed much 
concerning the day-to-day use of 
the iPhone itself. Other than losing 
the “Tap to Tweet” and “”Facebook 
Post” buttons, all the phone’s major 
functions are still represented.   

    Several functions 
have been bunched 
together into a new 
“Control Center” menu 
that can be accessed 
from any screen includ-
ing the Lock Screen. 
iPhone’s most useful 
tools such as the calcu-
lator and timer are in-
cluded, and even more 
items are in this spot.  
    The control center 
can toggle between 
Airplane Mode, Bluetooth, Portrait 
Lock, Wi-Fi, and Do Not Disturb 
Mode with just a tap. It is also eas-
ier than ever to adjust brightness 
thanks to the control center. Music 
controls are displayed here as well 
as new features like the flashlight 
and the all-new AirDrop. AirDrop 
is a feature exclusive to iOS 7 that 
makes it easier and quicker than 
ever to share photos, videos and 
more.
    The iPhone’s camera has under-
gone some slight changes as well 
as the Camera Roll. The iPhone 4s 
now features panoramic capabilities 
that used to be limited to just the 
iPhone 5; the same goes for iPod 
5th generation and later and iPad 

3rd generation and later. 
The camera function 
now has a swipe-to-
switch layout that makes 
it easier than ever to 
toggle between photo 
and video and also in-
cludes a variety of filters 
to apply when taking 
pictures or videos. The 
Camera Roll now or-
ganizes pictures by the 
date they were taken 
and the location, making 

it easier than ever to create albums 
and view certain photos.
    iOS 7 also introduced a new 
branch of iTunes called iTunes 
Radio. Users can now create and 
listen to stations and buy the songs 
directly from iTunes with just a tap. 
The iTunes store is now accessible 
from the music library.
    As far as the interface goes, it is 
out with the old and in with the new. 
Literally nothing about the interface 
looks the way it did with iOS 6. The 
look of the new interface has been 
argued to be cartoony, and very 
Android-like, but it was not made 
this way without reason. The up-
date features a new structure that is 
coherent and is applied throughout 

the entire system.  
    Typography is larger and more 
legible, and the app icons have 
been enlarged and designed in an 
all new way using a new palette 
of colors. Safari now holds many 
tabs open in an organized manner, 
which makes for better multitasking. 
iOS 7 use of translucency in fea-
tures such as Messaging, Control 
Center, Lock Screen and Notifica-
tion Center give a feel of depth and 
layering in its apps and features.
     Apple released two new de-
vices this year shortly after iOS 7 
hit: iPhone 5s and iPhone 5c. The 
iPhone 5c is the cheaper alternative 
to the iPhone 5s upgrade, struc-
tured the same as the iPhone 5 and 
5s but backed with a plastic casing 
that comes in five colors.  
    The new iPhone 5s comes in the 
revamped black color, now “Slate”, 
white and an all new “Champagne” 
or gold color. Both new phones fea-
ture a 64-bit A7 chip for even faster 
browsing and have strayed from 
the old use of retina display. There 
is now an enlarged flash for even 
greater picture quality, a male Siri 
assistant, and a fingerprint scanner, 
but these are only features for the 
iPhone 5s.

    June, the main protagonist of 
“Junebug,” has not had an easy life. 
Her childhood has been filled with 
numerous occurences of abuse, 
psychological and sexual, from the 
very people June expected to pro-
tect and love her. Her view of men 
has been changed to people who 
only want to harm and use her. In 
the close-knit rural town where June 
grows up, there’s no hope for any-
one to rise above their station and 
everyone in town is all too glad to 
look the other way as person after 
person hurt young June.
    The book “Junebug”, however, 

is not just a tale of unending mis-
ery for a little girl caught between 
her abusive father and her equally 
abusive male relatives. Through the 
introduction of elements, such as 
the other world that June escapes 
to during her abuse and her spiritual 
guardian Tigua the panther, June’s 
story turns into one of unyielding 
hope in the face of misery. Through 
her spiritual journey, June becomes 
a stronger person, constantly 
refusing to become a victim of her 
circumstances.
    The narrative of “Junebug” often 
moves back between June’s child-

hood and her present adulthood, in 
which a grown June is starting to 
put the pieces of her traumatized 
memory back together with the 
assistance of her husband. Some-
times, the shifts in time are very 
obvious; other times, they aren’t so 
easily marked and it takes a second 
to realize the story has shifted from 
past to present and back again. 
Despite the initial clunkiness of its 
usage, it becomes a useful device 
in showing how the scared younger 
June evolves into the older, more 
confident June.
    Although the book would benefit 

from a copyeditor, the writing style 
of “Junebug” is immense in its emo-
tional strength, drawing the reader 
deeper and deeper into the life of 
June and her family. The most star-
tling fact about “Junebug,” however, 
is not in the pages of the book itself 
but lies on the back cover’s blurb: 
it’s all a true story, based on the 
real life experiences of the author 
herself. It’s one of those books 
where you keep flipping to the back 
cover to remind yourself that the 
main character actually lives to see 
tomorrow and write the very book 
you are holding in your hands.


