
T
H

E 

O  R  U  MF   L  O  R  I  S  S  A  N  T   V  A  L  L  E  Y

3
S T.  L O U I S  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E 

NEWS / FEATURE

S T.  L O U I S  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  •  F L O R I S S A N T  VA L L E Y

October 21, 2013   Volume 52 Issue 10

    The stage has already been set 
for a political switch-up only two 
steps short of a coup d’état: three 
candidates, one position, and no 
visible alternatives. On the week of 
October 10, three retired college 
presidents came into Saint Louis 
on a wing and a prayer, all looking 
to make a grab for the hottest seat 
on our campus:  that of now ex-
Chancellor Myrtle Dorsey’s. Who-
ever takes Dorsey’s proverbial Iron 
Throne has one year to set straight 
the course of the entire college – 
and considering the public relation 
punches and kicks that particular 
position has been taking recently, 
it could be very much like sitting 
upon a throne of pointed blades.

The candidates’ collegiate Rain-
bow Tour started with visiting all 
four of Saint Louis Community Col-
lege’s campuses: Florissant Valley; 
Wildwood; Meramec; Forest Park. 
During these informal meet and 
greet events, the three candidates 
walked around campus, talked to 
students, and heard the concerns 
that currently plague our student 
body. It was a chance for all candi-
dates to get a feel for the college’s 
culture and atmosphere in a way  
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that cannot be achieved through  
studious homework and research 
of the college itself.

The next day, October 10, saw 
all three candidates taking their re-
spective turns through a long run of 
interviews with various groups, all 
looking for answers to the college-
based problems that many feel 
Chancellor Dorsey exacerbated or 
ignored. All morning long, in the of-
fices of the Corporate College, they 
answered questions from faculty 
and staff, administrative leadership, 
the corporation advisory board, 
and students from across all four 
campuses. The addition of stu-
dents to the process is a new one; 

the students present represented 
the student leaders and doers 
that work to make their respective 
schools better for all students. In 
the interest of full transparency, one 
of the editors of the Forum student 
newspaper was also present at 
these interviews and asked ques-
tions of the candidates.

Who were these retired educa-
tors who willingly threw their hats 
into the ring and endured hours of 
pointed questions and occasional 
coffee breaks?  They were Den-
nis Michaelis, Portia Shields, and 
Lawrence V. Weill – a prestigious 
and accomplished lot. Michaelis 
was the president of McLennan 
Community College for twenty-one 
years. Shields served as interim 
president at Tennessee State Uni-
versity for over a year; before that, 
she was chief executive officer as 
well as chief academic officer at 
Concordia College for two years. 
Weill retired from his position as 
president of Gordon College in 
2010, after eight years of being in 
office.

During the interview process, all 
three candidates were asked ques-
tions on a series of subjects, includ-

ing dropping enrollment and reten-
tion rates, campus morale in the 
face of current negative publicity, 
personal past experience with stu-
dent government and the improve-
ment of the student body, and how 
they would make their presence 
felt on campus as interim chancel-
lor. Each interview ran on through 
the morning, with each candidate 
answering as thoroughly as time 
limits would allow, and there was 
even time for follow-up questions 
from the student interviewers, who 
were more than eager to ask more 
pointed questions about the prob-
lems going down on their own cam-
puses. The candidates’ resumes 
may have spoken for past achieve-
ments, but it was up to each of the 
retired college presidents to speak 
for their future actions if and when 
they are appointed as STLCC’s lat-
est Interim Chancellor.

On the evening of October 
17th, the Board of Trustees at St. 
Louis Community College appoint-
ed Dennis F. Michaelis to serve as 
the permanent interim chancellor. 
Michaelis will begin his duties of-
ficially on October 28th, replacing 
Dare.

This month, with the recent elec-
tions on September 11, I had 
the opportunity to interview Mrs. 
Chynna Holloway, one of the 
newest members to the Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
family, along with President Xavier 
Souter. Chynna is the chief execu-
tor. Stopping by without any previ-
ous announcement of my arrival, 
or appointment, she welcomed me 
in. 
Q:  How is the year going so far? 
A: “I think, it’s going great.” 
Q: What exactly do you do as 
chief executor?
A: “ I keep count of votes and/ or 
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disagreements and keep role at 
meetings.  
Q: Do you like your job?
A: “I like it, I’ve just got to be more 
demanding.” 
Q: What was the most difficult deci-
sion for SGA this year? 
A: “Budget cutting of all the differ-
ent clubs and groups.” 
Q: Were budget cuts something 
that had to be done?
A: “It was something that had to be 
done. We were over budget and 
had to cut some of the groups to 
make sure we weren’t over bud-
get.” 
Q: Are Budget cuts going to con-

tinue?
A: “ I do believe budget cuts are 
over.” 
Q: How would you rate the Presi-
dent?  How is he doing as a lead-
er?
A: “I’d rate him a 10, I think he’s 
doing an excellent job, I believe 
this is also his first year. He’s doing 
a great job, the other officers who 
have been here before like Bradley 
are helping him.” 
Q: How is the Vice President?
A: “ She was here last year, she’s 
doing a great job.” 
Q: What is SGA doing now? 
A: “SGA, is going good, we have a 

lot of great events, with food, gifts, 
and prizes.” 
Chynna invites all of you to come 
visit the events and to have a good 
time. Concluding my interview I felt 
like I was given a deeper under-
standing of the SGA and their op-
erations. The Forum would like to 
Congratulate the new SGA, Presi-
dent Xaiver Souter, Vice President, 
Katia Rodgers, Chynna Holloway, 
Chief Executor, Brian Nelson, 
Secretary, Jasmine Zanders, Pro-
gramming Council Officer, Tra’Von 
Eddins, Student Representative-
at- large, and Bradley J. Rayford, 
Student Representative-at-large. 
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An interior shot of the Corporate College.


