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At Flo, a Third Pole is Planted for Peace
By DEVESE URSERY of the Forum
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Students Meet On Quad To Chalk For Peace

    On October 2, Florissant Valley 
Community College installed its 
third Peace Pole. A small crowd of 
about 60 faculty, staff and students 
assembled at the horseshoe section 
near the Administration building to 
help commemorate the placement 
of the new Peace Pole.  The audi-
ence stood attentively as Dr. Marcia 
Pfeiffer, president of the Florissant 
Valley campus, spoke on the history 
of the Peace Pole and the signifi-
cance of its meaning. 
    The event was sponsored by 
The Institute for Interdisciplinary 
and Global Studies (IIGS) and by 
students of the Global Classroom 
Club at Florissant Valley.  All three 
Peace Poles on campus convey the 
message of peace by having the 
phrase “May Peace Prevail” tran-
scribed on all four sides of the pole, 
each in four different languages. 
The different languages represent 
the diversity of various cultures that 
have had some type of influence or 
representation in the state or on the 
Florissant Valley campus.  The new-
est Peace Pole displays its mes-
sage in English, Aramaic, Italian 
and Cherokee. 

       
   
 

“Before the arrival of European 
immigrants, the land to become 
known as the United States was 
home to the Native Americans,” 
said Pfeiffer. “The Cherokee lan-
guage was selected for this Peace 
Pole to honor the many Native 
American tribes that have made 
Missouri their home at some point 
in history.”
    Christina Heaveside, Ellen Ecke-
laert and Presley Culp, members of 
the Global Classroom Club, along 
with Flo Valley professors  
 

Jeanne Florini (Family and Con-
sumer Services), Tom Dieckman 
(English) and Chris Stephens 
(Communications), read quotes 
and prayers from the four cultures 
that were represented on the latest 
symbol of peace at Flo Valley. 
    “Our campus is a place where we 
can confront difficult topics and con-
troversial issues in a safe environ-
ment,” said Chris Stephens, co-di-
rector of IIGS. “What we do is at the 
heart of peace and democracy. Our 
goal to learn from each other and 
develop intercultural understand-

ing is one of inclusion and mutual 
benefit.”  
    The first Peace Pole to make its 
presence on campus was in 2005 
and it is located in the north quad, 
east of the Social Science and 
Communications Buildings. The 
languages posted on the first Peace 
Pole were English, Sign, Span-
ish and French. The second pole 
displayed the languages of English, 
Arabic, Korean and Swahili and it 
was placed south side of the In-
structional Resources (IR) Building. 
    “The Peace Pole visibly reminds 
us of this important value that we 
try to model and develop in our 
students and our community,” said 
Stephens.
    The Peace Pole Project was 
initiated in 1955 by Masahisa Goi, 
Japanese founder of the World 
Peace Prayer Society, in response 
to the bombings on Hiroshima. 
Now Peace Poles can be found in 
over 200 countries and have been 
dedicated by many numerous lumi-
naries including President Jimmy 
Carter, the Dalai Lama and Pope 
John Paul II.
 

Story and photos by SARAH HAYES of the Forum

Flo Valley students take to the quad with chalk and make their own 
colorful art on the pavement.

A message of love and understanding from an anonymous artist.

Students and faculty gather around the pole as Dr. Pfeiffer speaks about the 
pole’s history and meaning.

    Despite chilly October temperatures, the sun continued to shine upon the students 
and faculty that gathered at the campus quad area for Florissant Valley Community 
College’s Chalk For Peace gathering. All people on campus were invited to pick up a 
piece of chalk and make some art on the concrete walkway that surrounds the Student 
Center, in an ongoing effort to spread messages of love and peace to those at the 
school. Even with a chill in the air, students turned out after their classes to draw and 
take part in Chalk For Peace. 
    The Chalk For Peace event, which was sponsored by campus clubs the Photog-
raphy Club, Fine Arts Club, Graphics Club, KCFV, and Friendly Colors, also featured 
cotton candy, shirt art, hand-drawn cartoons, and music from the student-run campus 
radio station, KCFV 89.5 The Wave.


