
official state seal. On both 
sides of the judge’s bench 
sat two rows of chairs, 
seating the cast portraying 
the lawyers, witnesses, and 
defendants who made up 
both sides of the case against 
Proposition 8. The stars of 

the play are the two couples 
who brought their argument 
to court, Sandy Stier (Janice 
Bruns-Mantovani) and Kris-
tin Perry (Taleesha Stewart), 
Jeff Zarrillo (Robert M. 
Hanson) and Paul Katami 
(A.J. Pupillo), as well as 

two couples that filed suit, 
until recently.

In Dustin Lance Black’s 
stage play “8”, the story 
opens with the closing 
arguments of Perry v. 
Schwarzenegger, which 
originally occurred on June 
16, 2010. Originally a 
staged reading, the full 
stage production of “8” has 
been brought to life at the 
Terry M. Fischer Theatre 
through the efforts of direc-
tor Daniel J. Betzler and a 
cast of characters, many of 
them played by Florissant 
Valley Community College 
students, past and present. 
This college production ran 
through the weekend of Oc-
tober 5 - 7, which included 
the stage play as well as an 
additional 15-minute “Talk 
Back” question and answer 
session featuring different 
guest speakers every night.

For the play “8”, the stage 
in the Fischer Theatre is 
appropriately transformed 
into a courtroom, complete 
with California state flag and 

The year 2008 was historic 
for Americans. It was the 
year the United States 
elected its first black presi-
dent and the year Califor-
nians voted to amend the 
state constitution in order 
to ban same-sex marriage. 
Immediately, two same-
sex couples sued the state, 
challenging Proposition 8 as 
unconstitutional and a viola-
tion of human rights. Much 
of the proceedings of Perry 
v. Schwarzenegger were 
blocked from public access, 
including testimony from the 
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The Forum is dedicated to serv-
ing in the role it plays as the campus 
newspaper for St. Louis Community 
College at Florissant Valley. The 
staff of the paper believes in the 
accountability of the individual, as 
well as the whole. We also believe 
in the importance of accuracy in our 
stories, and strive to be as correct as 
possible in everything we publish. 
It is our desire to fulfill the purpose 
for which we exist, namely to be a 
credible and objective source of in-
formation and entertainment for all 
students, faculty, and staff of our 
campus. 
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is published by the students of St. 
Louis Community College at Flo-
rissant Valley, 3400 Pershall Road, 
Ferguson, Mo. 63135
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The Forum is free to students and 
employees of the campus. 

Letters to the Editor may be 
mailed, transmitted electronically, 
or hand-delivered to the editors in 
Student Center Room 223.  All let-
ters must be signed and must include 
a home telephone number; anony-
mous letters will be discarded.  The 
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writers.

Any letter making personal at-
tacks against members of The Forum 
staff, Florissant Valley students, fac-
ulty, or staff will be discarded.

 All letters meeting the above 
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withdrawn in a timely manner by the 
author.  For financial reasons, letters 
already set in type will not be with-
drawn.

The editorial staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for length, or to 
correct grammatical or punctuation 
errors.  No letter will be edited to 
alter its author’s intent.

All text, photos, graphics, and 
other content are the property of The 
Forum and may not be reproduced 
without written permission of the 
editors.

Views and opinions expressed in 
The Forum are not necessarily those 
of St. Louis Community College, its 
Board of Trustees, or the college ad-
ministration.  The editors are solely 
responsible for the content of the 
newspaper.

The Forum is a member of and 
follows the code of ethics of the 
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a member of the Missouri College 
Media Association. 
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necessarily the opinions of the edi-
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Big Mike & Mose By Paul Langdon

“8”  Premiers At Flo
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The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
2013 Induction Nominees have been 
announced with a new twist. For the 
first time, fans will be able to vote 
for the nominees and help choose 
the next inductees. According to The 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, “The 
top five artist, as selected by the pub-
lic, will comprise a ‘fans’ ballot’ that 
will be tallied along with the other 
ballots to choose the 2013 induct-
ees. Those that are selected …will 
be announced later this year.” Vot-
ing started on October 4, and will 
run until December 5, 2012. To cast 
a ballot for your favorite artist, visit 
www.rockhall.com, hbo.com, CNN.
com, or rollingstone.com. 

OctOber rOckin’ news

Halloween Friends By Christina Lohe

their defending prosecuting 
attorneys, Ted Olson (Brad 
Kinzel) and David Boies 
(Thom Crain). Standing 
against them and representing 
the state of California was de-
fense attorney Charles Cooper 
(Sherard E. Curry) as well as 

his team of “experts.”
The historic content and 

scope of “8” is immense, but 
the feel of it is a uniquely 
personal one. Characters’ 
monologues are given with an 
intimate lighting, the entire 
area around them dimming so 

as to draw the eye onto their 
brightly lit figure. Testimony 
is given not from a high-up 
post but from a chair in the 
middle of the stage, bring-
ing the audience on a closer 
level with the speaker as 
their words and experiences 
create the bigger human 
story of the Perry v. Schwar-
zenegger proceedings.

There is no denying 
that “8” carries with it an 
agenda, which is to propel 
the dialogue on marriage 
equality. It does this through 
presenting transcripts of 
the historic California case 
as well as collaborating 
observations and interviews 
through theater, a medium 
that has often been used in 
the name of social change. 
Even if it does not come off 
as neutral in nature, “8” cre-
ates a conversation within its 
audience. Since that kind of 
reaction was Dustin Lance 
Black’s original intention, it 
can be argued that Black’s 
“8” succeeded in Saint 
Louis.

Upper Left: Professor Steve Bai  Lower Right From let to right: Janice 
Bruns-Montovani, Taleesha Stewart, Robert M. hanson And A.J. Pupillo
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Gibson Guitars - Metal Guitarist List:
www2.gibson.com/News-Lifestyle/Features/en-us/shred-stars-0803-2011.aspx

Rolling Stone Readers Poll: The Greatest Heavy Metal Albums of All Time
 www.rollingstone.com/music/pictures/readers-poll-the-greatest-heavy-metal-albums-of-all-time-20120919

1. “Master of Puppets” – Metallica
2. “Paranoid” – Black Sabbath
3. “Black Sabbath” – Black Sabbath
4. “The Number Of The Beast” – Iron Maiden
5. “…And Justice For All” - Metallica
6. “Reign In Blood” – Slayer
7. “Appetite For Destruction” – Guns N’ Roses
8. “Metallica” – Metallica (The Black Album)
9. “Led Zeppelin II” – Led Zeppelin
10. “Ride The Lightning” - Metallica

1. Tony Iommi (Black Sabbath)
2. Kirk Hammett, James Hetfield (Metallica)
3. Randy Rhoads (Ozzy Osbourne)
4. John Petrucci (Dream Theater)
5. Dimebag Darrell (Pantera, Damageplan)
6. Eddie Van Halen (Van Halen)
7. Zakk Wylde (Ozzy Osbourne, Black Label Society) 
8. Adam Jones (Tool)
9. Dave Murray, Adrian Smith (Iron Maiden)
10. George Lynch (Dokken)

Chic

Deep Purple

Heart

Albert King

Kraftwerk

The Marvelettes

Polls, surveys and top ten lists can be interesting, fun and spark some 
great debates among music fans. The Rolling Stone magazine and Gibson 
Guitars recently published top ten lists for the metal music follower. For the 
descriptions and analysis of the picks listed below visit the websites listed 
or visit www.fvforumflo.blogspot.com for the links.

The Rolling Stone “Readers’ Poll: 
The Greatest Heavy Metal Albums of All Time.”

Gibson.com picks for the “Top 10 Metal Guitarist of All Time.”

Induction Nominees include:

The Meters

Randy Newman

N.W.A

Procol Harum

Public Enemy

Rush

The Paul Butterfield Blues Band

Joan Jett and the Blackhearts

Donna Summer

The Historic Court Battle Comes To Life On Stage

Photos courtesy 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

Photos: The Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame in 
Cleveland, Ohio.


