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Open Letter From The Editor: So Long and 
Thanks For All The Tips

By SARAH HAYES of the Forum

    “Do you have a minute?” Renee 
Thomas-Woods, then the head 
advisor for the campus newspaper 
the Forum, had just pulled me 
aside after the latest session of her 
Convergence Media Production 
course. It was my second course at 
Flo Valley with her. I had gotten to 
know her as a professor, so I had 
a good idea that this conversation 
wasn’t going to be about something 
superfluous. 
    “So you know that Holly is 
graduating this spring?” Holly 
Shanks at that moment was one 
of the editors of the Forum and 
was set to finish her Flo Valley 
experience very soon. 
    I confirmed that yes, I did know. 
    “And there’s going to be an 
opening at the Forum.” I nodded. 
    Renee gave me a pointed look. 
I continued to not understand 
what she was getting at, until I did. 
And that’s when she asked me if I 
wanted to take up Holly’s position 
as editor of the Forum student-run 
newspaper. Normal people in my 
position would have grabbed the 
opportunity at the first second and 
ran with it. 
    So I asked: “Can I think about 
it?” I’m not ‘normal people’. At the 
time, I was currently employed in 
the Media Services department 
with the best boss in the world, 
and I didn’t want to lose it just yet. 
I was also worried that I wouldn’t 
be able to cut it as an editor and 
journalist for pay, with a regular 
byline and a room of writers looking 
to me for some sort of guidance. 
So with a heavy heart, I declined 
Renee Thomas-Woods’ offer of the 
editorship. 
    Ha! Just kidding! It’s pretty 
obvious that I said yes, yes? Now 
here I am, twelve months later, 
editor of the Forum, about to say 
goodbye to the very paper - and 

very school - that brought me in and 
has given me so many precious, 
unmeasurable memories. 
    I first started my pursuit of an 
Associates in English in 2011, 
naively assuming I would graduate 
a year later. Naturally, remedial 
math held me 
back. And 
now that I’m 
graduating, I 
can happily 
say with 
a clear 
conscience 
that I disliked 
the majority 
of it! Having 
said that, 
I love our 
STEM 
program and 
their dedicated body of students 
and please don’t let my intense 
distaste towards the mathematics 
field stop anyone from being the 
next Pythagoras or Ada Lovelace. 
Oh, I only wish I was half as 
STEM smart as the folks in the 
Biotechnology Club and Chemistry 
Club. 
    Although I’ve only spent one year 
- a third of my time at Flo Valley - 
as editor of the Forum, I actually 
started writing for the paper last 
spring, breaking into the world of 
collegiate journalism with a piece on 
Japanese popular culture in Saint 
Louis. That covers Japanese comic 
books, fashion and anime . . . did 
you know we have an anime club 
on campus? Genshiken is a great 
club for anime fans of all kinds to 
get together and have fun! And I’m 
not just saying that because their 
club president is on our Forum staff, 
honest! 
    Working for the Forum has been 
a unique experience. I’ve done 
everything from social media to 

Photoshop to interviews to InDesign 
and lots and lots of research and 
fact checking and copy editing 
and an almost flagrant abuse of 
the spell check function on Word 
(spoiler alert: editors aren’t perfect 
at spelling, either!) and so much 

coffee. I’ve 
gotten to talk 
to people on 
this campus 
I wouldn’t 
normally 
interact with, 
explore 
some of Flo 
Valley’s great 
organizations 
and clubs, 
and tackled 
some of the 

issues that our 
readers find most relevant to their 
lives. And it’s been hard work and 
there’s been some long work days 
but it’s also been a great way to 
make a living. 
    I’d like to thank the following 
folks, whom which the Forum 
wouldn’t be the fantastic piece of 
student-run journalism it currently 
is now: Renee Thomas-Woods 
and Holly Shanks, for giving me 
this opportunity to be a part of the 
Forum’s long and continuing history; 
Elaine Young and Jacquie Vick, for 
giving me guidance through this 
past year and letting me stay on as 
editor, even if I did falter a lot in my 
first semester; Devese Ursery, my 
co-editor, classmate, fellow poet, 
and (excuse the “Person of Interest” 
reference) the Reese to my Finch, 
who will no doubt make a name for 
himself outside of school as a poet 
warrior and investigative journalist 
supreme; Eileen Phillips, who kept 
me on the straight and narrow so I’d 
always get my paycheck and was 
my first in-person interview for the 

Forum newspaper, which I probably 
fumbled as well; Aaron Linder, who 
is practically a honorary Forum 
member and is terribly good at 
pointing out copy editing mistakes 
before we go to print (like this very 
article!) as well as keeping our 
Erratum feature honest for the last 
few issues and helping me out on 
several Forum-related gigs when I 
thought all hope was lost. 
    And, of course, I’d like to thank 
those who have contributed to 
the Forum during my tenure as 
editor. There are so many, I can’t 
thank them all individually properly! 
Forgive me if I forget any names. 
Here are the bright shining stars 
of Florissant Valley who have 
kept our campus paper filled with 
wonderful words for the past year, 
in no particular order: James 
Hess; Steven Bell; Andrew Kuhn; 
Kat Brewer; Bradley Rayford; 
Dominique McCoy; Travonte Harris; 
Terence Monroe; John Brown; 
Jared Lewis; Jeff Siler; Andre 
Bunn; Robin Harris; Christina Lohe; 
Joseph Johnson; Paul Langdon; 
Scott Blackwell; Asia Mobley; 
Tommy Schall; Matt Swafford; Paul 
Nygard, Ph.D.; Adrienne Mazdra; 
Dee Brandy; Marcus McDaniel. 
    I know that I am leaving the 
Forum in very capable hands. I 
can’t wait to see what the paper 
looks like next spring with this 
newest team of student journalists. 
I’m sure that the Forum in 2014 will 
just get better and better with each 
issue that comes out. Readers, 
there is a highly skilled team behind 
this paper and I know they will 
continue to amaze you with their 
stories in the new year. 
    This is Sarah Hayes, now 
former editor of the Forum student 
newspaper, signing out. Good night 
and good luck, Florissant Valley.
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Above: Editor Sarah Hayes, reading in IR.


