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The Forum is dedicated to serving in the role it 
plays as the campus newspaper for St. Louis 
Community College at Florissant Valley. The staff 
of the paper believes in the accountability of the 
individual, as well as the whole. We also believe 
in the importance of accuracy in our stories, and 
strive to be as correct as possible in everything 
we publish. It is our desire to fulfill the purpose 
for which we exist, namely to be a credible and 
objective source of information and entertainment 
for all students, faculty, and staff of our campus.  
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students of St. Louis Community College at Flo-
rissant Valley, 3400 Pershall Road, Ferguson, 
MO000 63135
Telephone: 314-513-4454
FAX: 314-513-4080

The Forum is free to students and employees 
of the campus. 

Letters to the Editor may be mailed, transmit-
ted electronically, or hand-delivered to the editors 
in Student Center Room 223.  All letters must be 
signed and must include a home telephone num-
ber; anonymous letters will be discarded.  The 
editors will verify identities of letter-writers.

Any letter making personal attacks against 

members of The Forum staff, Florissant Valley 
students, faculty, or staff will be discarded. 

 All letters meeting the above criteria will be 
published, unless withdrawn in a timely manner 
by the author.  For financial reasons, letters al-
ready set in type will not be withdrawn.

The editorial staff reserves the right to edit let-
ters for length, or to correct grammatical or punc-
tuation errors.  No letter will be edited to alter its 
author’s intent.

All text, photos, graphics, and other content 
are the property of The Forum and may not be 
reproduced without written permission of the edi-
tors.

Views and opinions expressed in The Forum 
are not necessarily those of St. Louis Community 
College, its Board of Trustees, or the college ad-
ministration.  The editors are solely responsible 

for the content of the newspaper.
The Forum is a member of and follows the 

code of ethics of the Associated Collegiate Press 
and is a member of the Missouri College Media 
Association. 

Contributing editorials are not necessarily the 
opinions of the editors.

SGA Budget Cuts Effect Flo Valley Campus
By TRAVONTE HARRIS of the Forum

    This year the budget for clubs 
and organizations on campus has 
been dramatically cut. According to 
Student Government Adviser Gwen 
Nixon, Florissant Valley Community 
College receives an annual budget 
for clubs and organizations. In the 
past, this budget has been as high 
as $70,000, but due to reduced en-
rollment the budget has been cut to 
$38,000. This has greatly affected 
the student body as a whole.  
    Clubs like Genshiken and 
Friendly Colors have made reduc-
tions to their trip budgets, reducing 
the amount of students that are 
able to participate in activities that 
could otherwise prove very benefi-
cial. Genshiken President Chris-
tina Lohe is disappointed by the 
changes; however, Genshiken and 
many others have adapted to the 
changes by finding other ways to 
fund their trips and activities. Many 

Corrections: November 11, 2013
Newsbriefs, page 3: The following is the line that was cut short from the “What A.B.O.U.T. Service Learning?” 
news brief: “This event will come the week before students will be taking finals for the fall semester.”  
 
In the “Flo Valley Library Gains New Collaborative tool” news brief, we misidentified Bob Deppen as a media 
specialist when his official title is actually ‘media technician II’. 

News, page 4: In the list of online resources for scholarships that accompanied Travonte Harris’ “Scholarships 
For All Students At Flo Valley”, we incorrectly stated that College Fish is for Phi Theta Kappa members. The 
website has recently opened up to non-PTK members as well, making it less inclusive than before and open to 
all community college students.

clubs have been hosting rummage 
sales and other fund raising events 
to make up for the lost money.  
    To counter these cuts, the Stu-
dent Government Association 
(SGA) has created the Nook. The 
Nook has opened to offer evening 
students the opportunities to pur-
chase meals since the main caf-
eteria is not open in the evening. 
The Nook has been successful in 
raising funds and has helped the 
clubs involved add funds to their 
accounts. Budget cuts are not just 
a Florissant Valley problem; they 
affect all STLCC campuses and 
students.  In an age where many 
people are not graduating college 
and others are deciding if they 
should even attend college, colleg-
es such as Saint Louis Community 
College must step up their game 
and attract more students. They 
have to make students realize the 

benefits of a college education.  
    But marketing to possible stu-
dents is often lost. If the college is 
going to succeed it must first mar-
ket itself, increase programs such 
as the mobile enrollment program 
that gets students before they even 
graduate, and help students see 
that they can get the same educa-
tion at a community college for 
less than half the price they pay for 
attending a larger institution. Stu-
dents must also be informed that 
transferring is a very healthy thing 
and that general studies should 
be taken at the community college 
level.  
    A recent budget meeting was 
hosted on campus by the Saint 
Louis Community College board. 
Kent Kay, the vice chancellor of fi-
nance and administration, presided 
over the meeting. He discussed 
flattening property taxes, state ap-

propriation, and other factors that 
have affected the financing of the 
school. Conversation topics at the 
meeting ranged from what to do 
with unused buildings, moving the 
STLCC corporate office, improv-
ing the college’s public image, and 
retaining current students. Many 
concerned employees and citizens 
sat in on the meeting hoping for 
answers. The board promised to 
take into consideration suggestions 
on the various topics.  
    It seems that with lower enroll-
ment rates, the budgets will con-
tinue to be reduced unless actions 
are taken to increase the enroll-
ment of community college. For 
now it seems the Nook may be the 
best tool for Florissant Valley club 
and organizations to sustain their 
resources and fight against their 
quickly disappearing budgets.


