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    Cortez Conners is 
leading the Archers in 
scoring with an aver-
age of 19.8 points 
per game early in the 
season. Behind an of-
fense that has eclipsed 
the 100-point plateau 
four times, the Archer 
men’s basketball team 
is off to a 5-2 start to 
the year.      
    The Archers’ offen-
sive attack has been 
led by guards Cortez 
Conners (Webster 
Groves) and Randy 
Reed II (Crossroads), 
who are averaging  
19.8 and 19.7 points per 

Archers Soar Out of the Gate 
Under New Head Coach 
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   Ten games into a National 
Football League season and a 4-6 
record doesn’t sound too reward-
ing. Most teams would already 
be counting the days until the last 
game of the year because they feel 
like they have no chance at the 
playoffs.  
    Even some coaches and gen-
eral managers would start looking 
towards the 2014 NFL draft to see 
what potential collegiate players 
would be available when there pick 
in the draft is called, focusing most 
of their attention on scouting even 
though the season hasn’t fully con-
cluded yet.  
    The St. Louis Rams could be 
described similarly to what’s above. 
They have a 4-6 record but that’s 
the only thing that’s the same. I 
believe that the Rams should look 
forward to the last six games of the 
season. A playoff berth is not out 

of reach just 
yet. 
    I believe 
this team 
starts and 
ends with 
defense. The 
defensive 
line has 
been amaz-
ing with Rob-
ert Quinn, 
Michael 
Brockers, 
and Chris 
Long attack-
ing opposing 
quarterbacks.  
    Robert Quinn is having a great 
season and might even get himself 
a defensive player of the year 
award with his team leading 12.0 
sacks this season. He also has 
the most quarterback pressures of 

anyone in the 
league. Since 
the Bradford 
injury, the team 
has given up 
an average of 
16.7 points a 
game, which 
is good and 
a recipe for 
future victories. 
The defense is 
finally finding 
its identity as 
a pass-rushing 
machine that 
doesn’t give 

the opposing quarterback time to 
throw the ball. 
    It will not be easy because the 
Rams will be playing away from the 
Edward Jones Dome a lot, specifi-
cally games against the San Fran-
cisco 49ers, Arizona Cardinals and 

Seattle Seahawks.      
    All those teams are above .500 
and are division foes so it’s crucial 
that they come out on top. The rest 
of the games are against the Chica-
go Bears, New Orleans Saints and 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.  
    I believe that this team will finish 
the season on a 5-1 run, have an 
overall record of 9-7 and earn a 
playoff berth. I know most of you 
out there might think I am crazy or 
under the influence of some type of 
drug but if you have been watch-
ing the games I have you know the 
team is turning it around.  
    The team is pushing towards 
success and won’t stop until they 
achieve it. My advice for any and 
all Saint Louis Rams fans: keep up 
with the game, hop on the band-
wagon now or get left behind for the 
oncoming celebrations. 

Saint Louis Rams: Playoff Bound
By TERENCE MONROE of the Forum

Reprinted from the STLCC website

game, re-
spectively.  
    Con-
ners, who 
will attend 
the Uni-
versity of 
California-
Bakersfield 
following 
this sea-
son, led all 
scorers by 
pouring in 
27 points in 
the Ar-
chers’ lat-

est win, 
a 110-62 
victory 

over Webster University’s junior 
varsity.  
    The win also 
showed a key step 
forward defen-
sively, an area 
that had proven 
troublesome de-
spite the Archers’ 
offensive output.  
    “We hadn’t 
played as well 
defensively as 
we wanted, and I 
thought we did a 
much better job of 
that tonight,” Ar-
chers head  
coach Randy  
Reed said following the win over 

Webster.  
The defensive 
improvements have 
come at a good 
time, as the Archers 
approach a challeng-
ing section of their 
schedule.  
    The Archers are 
off until Nov. 30, 
when they take on 
Kaskaskia Commu-
nity College. After 
playing their final two 
junior varsity oppo-
nents of the sea-

son, they will host 
the STLCC Classic 
against top area junior 

colleges on December 8.
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