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As the November general 
election is only a few months 
away, it is imperative that 
Missouri voters - especially 
young voters - make sure 
they are properly registered 
and know where to show up 
to vote come election day. 
But for many, this does not 
seem like an easy task, espe-
cially if they do not know the 
issues and people that will 
be on the ballot come No-
vember 6. The day on which 
the nation will return to the 
polls yet again to decide who 
takes control of the offices 
of the United States govern-
ment, and when educated 
voters will ultimately decide 
which candidate will emerge 
the next day the victor.

Trying to find informa-
tion about the issues that is 
not biased toward one side 
or the other, Republican or 
Democrat, is difficult to do. 
Many of the major news 
networks from MSNBC to 
Fox News deliver the days’ 
events with a political slant 
that goes against the notion 
of balanced coverage. For a 
Missouri voter that is search-
ing out the information on 
the issues, it becomes very 
important to find unbiased 
news sources that will in-
form them what the facts ac-
tually are.

In an effort to educate col-
lege students about the facts, 
the Fair Elections Legal Net-
work (FELN) has formed a 
campaign called the Campus 
Vote Project so that students 
can become an educated 
electorate. At their website 
(campusvoteproject.org), 
students can download a 
toolkit containing resources 
on registering to vote and 
raising political awareness 
on campus. Campus Vote 
Project is specifically geared 
towards college campuses 
becoming centers of infor-
mation in regards to voter 
registration, local and na-
tional elections, and other 
important factors in being a 
young voter.

When it comes to informa-
tion on national political of-
ficials, the best resource is 
the official resource. This is 
the website for the U.S. Sen-
ate (www.senate.gov), which 
contains voting records for 
all elected officials. Citizens 
can research the voting re-
cords of those up for election 
and decide which officials 
best reflect their personal 
values and political ideals. 
One can also find a record of 
bills and resolutions and who 
was responsible for writing 

them. 
Another resource for infor-

mation on political figures is 
Project Vote Smart, which 
bills itself as “the voter’s self 
defense system.” Through in-
teractive maps and databases, 
users can research the politi-
cal standings of both national 
and state officials, including 
voting records and personal 
stances on important issues. 
The website prides itself on 
being politically neutral, por-
traying both Republicans and 
Democrats in the same light. 
Project Vote Smart can be 
contacted through the web 
at www.votesmart.org or via 
the phone at 1-888-VOTES-
MART.

For Florissant Valley stu-
dents, registering to vote in 
Missouri has become much 
easier thanks to volunteers 
for the state voter registra-
tion drive. Their table, con-
veniently located in the stu-
dent center, has been set up 
so students can quickly and 

securely register to vote via 
paper forms so that they can 
vote in their respective dis-
trict come November. The 
last day to register in order to 
vote in the general election is 
October 10th; a student must 
be a U.S. citizen, a Missouri 
resident, and be at least 18 
years old by election day in 
order to vote in the Missouri 
elections. A complete list of 
restrictions and requirements 
can be found at the Missouri 
Voting Rights Center’s web-
site, found through the page 
for the local secretary of 
state: www.sos.mo.gov.

If registering on campus 
is not convenient, several 
other places are available 
so students can register to 
vote. Students can visit any 
nearby Department of Motor 
Vehicles office or any office 
of a state agency that pro-
vides a public service. These 
state offices will provide 
the paperwork necessary 
for complete voter registra-
tion. These forms can also 
be acquired at the office of 
a local election authority or 
county clerk, a place where 
official documents for many 
state processes are kept for 
use by local citizens. For 
students who live in Saint 
Louis County, this office can 
be found in Maplewood at 12 
Sunnen Drive, Suite 126.

When it comes to the gen-
eral election in November, 
recent elections have shown 
that even a handful of votes 
can decide who becomes the 
presidential-elect and who 
does not. College-aged citi-
zens make up a solid quar-
ter of those eligible to vote, 
but their numbers become 
counterproductive when they 
are not registered to vote at 
all, their voices lost in the 
overall conversation. As the 
deadline looms closer, it is 
up to Florissant Valley stu-
dents to make sure they are 
registered in time to make a 
difference.

The Ferguson Market is open from May to October and gives area residents a 
chance to shop for fresh, locally grown produce, cheese, and meat products. The 
market will host a variety of events that has something for everyone, includ-
ing Wellness Day Fair, St. Vincent Greenway/Ferguson Market Bike Ride, Pie 
Contest, Authors Book Signings, L’ Ecole Cullinaire Academy Chef Demo and 
Sample, Germanfest and Peace of Work Photo Op for Kids. Coming up for Octo-
ber 27, Northern Arts Council Pumpkin Decorating for Kids. For more informa-
tion visit fergusonfarmersmarket.com. 

Fresh Goods at Ferguson Market

St. Louis Community College Phi Theta Kappa chapters kick off a semester-long event 
to support the “Commit to Complete” initiative. During the week of September 17, stu-
dents will be asked to sign the completion pledge. Students who sign will be eligible to 
win scholarships for next semester donated by the chancellor, Dr. Myrtle Dorsey. Also, 
students are to sign up for a ticket and bus transporta-
tion to the “Commit to Complete” Rally and Voter 
Registration Drive Sep- tember 28 at Kiener Plaza, 
followed by the St. Louis Cardinals baseball game. 
Scholarship winners will also be announced at the 
event. Phi Theta Kappa members will seek dona-
tions at these events and others throughout the se-
mester for the “STLCC Commit to Complete” 
Scholarship Fund. President Barack Obama called for community colleges to produce an 
additional five million degrees and certificates in the next decade as a part of his objec-
tive to restore the country as a leader in college graduates. For more information, contact 
Jeannine Shaffer at jshaffer@my.stlcc.edu. 

STLCC  Phi  Theta  Kappa Chapters Rally 
for “Commit to Complete” Initiative

The Institute of Real Estate Management (IREM) is sponsoring 
writing competitions for college and university students study-
ing real estate and their professors. The organization encourages 
excellence and promotes scholarships in the fields of real estate 
property and asset management. The faculty competition is open 
to instructors who teach full-time undergraduate and graduate de-
gree programs in fields related to real estate. Any full-time student 
enrolled in a real estate or any related field is eligible to enter the 
student competition. Additional information about the competi-
tion and submission guidelines can be found at 
www.irem.org/academicresources

IREM to LaunchWritting Competition 
for Faculty and Students

Florissant ranked as one of the top 100 cities to live in, as reported by CNN 
Money, a service of CNN, Fortune and Money. Established in 1786, Florissant is 
the oldest and largest city in St. Louis County. Long known as one of the safest 
cities in the nation according to crime statistics, Florissant also features beautiful 
parks and recreation systems.
CNN named Florissant one the best places in the nation to buy a home. In ad-
dition the publication noted the good elementary and high schools, the city’s 
diversity. The North County is home to Christian private schools, two theological 
colleges and a branch of Lindenwood University.
The article can be found on HYPERLINK http://www.cnn.com

Florissant One of the Best Cities in the Nation

STLCC is holding a 50th anniversiary golf tournament at 
Tapawingo National Golf Club on Monday, September 24, 2012 
to benefit the Foundation Scholarship Fund. 
For more information call 314-984-7660 or register online at 
www.stlcc.edu.

50th Anniversary Golf Tournament


