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The Forum is dedicated to serv-
ing in the role it plays as the campus 
newspaper for St. Louis Community 
College at Florissant Valley. The 
staff of the paper believes in the 
accountability of the individual, as 
well as the whole. We also believe 
in the importance of accuracy in our 
stories, and strive to be as correct as 
possible in everything we publish. 
It is our desire to fulfill the purpose 
for which we exist, namely to be a 
credible and objective source of in-
formation and entertainment for all 
students, faculty, and staff of our 
campus. 
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The Florissant Valley Forum 
is published by the students of St. 
Louis Community College at Flo-
rissant Valley, 3400 Pershall Road, 
Ferguson, Mo. 63135

Telephone: 314-513-4454
FAX:          314-513-4080

The Forum is free to students and 
employees of the campus. 

Letters to the Editor may be 
mailed, transmitted electronically, 
or hand-delivered to the editors in 
Student Center Room 223.  All let-
ters must be signed and must include 
a home telephone number; anony-
mous letters will be discarded.  The 
editors will verify identities of letter-
writers.

Any letter making personal at-
tacks against members of The Forum 
staff, Florissant Valley students, fac-
ulty, or staff will be discarded.

 All letters meeting the above 
criteria will be published, unless 
withdrawn in a timely manner by the 
author.  For financial reasons, letters 
already set in type will not be with-
drawn.

The editorial staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for length, or to 
correct grammatical or punctuation 
errors.  No letter will be edited to 
alter its author’s intent.

All text, photos, graphics, and 
other content are the property of The 
Forum and may not be reproduced 
without written permission of the 
editors.

Views and opinions expressed in 
The Forum are not necessarily those 
of St. Louis Community College, its 
Board of Trustees, or the college ad-
ministration.  The editors are solely 
responsible for the content of the 
newspaper.

The Forum is a member of and 
follows the code of ethics of the 
Associated Collegiate Press and is 
a member of the Missouri College 
Media Association. 

Contributing editorials are not 
necessarily the opinions of the edi-
tors.
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Campus Club Corner
Genshiken Club

There is a club at Florissant 
Valley Community Col-
lege like no other. They are 
not academic in nature, but 
corner any member and ask 
them why they enjoy their 
favorite series and they’ll 
answer with a detailed 
fervor usually reserved for 
dissertations. The rules are 
simple: don’t act foolish, 
show up every week, and 
above all enjoy the show. 
This is Genshiken, campus’ 
Japanese pop culture club, 
and they are always open 
for new members who share 
their interests.

Genshiken, dubbed so after 
a fictional club by the same 
name, is centered around the 
love of anime and manga 
- that is, Japanese anima-
tion and graphic novels - as 
well as various forms of 
pop culture and media that 
are popular in Japan, from 
music and fashion to video 
games and novels. This club 
also celebrates the history of 
Japan, like its samurai and 
royalty. Above all, Genshi-
ken is an anime club, part of 
a growing culture of Ameri-

By SARAH HAYES of the Forum
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Fall Fashion Trends 2012
By BRITTANY WOODS of the Forum

Big Mike & Mose By Paul Langdon

Hello all my fashionistas. 
This fall will be fun and 
full of fashion for creative 
vintage lovers. There are 
several trends going that 
have so much to offer for 
everyone. I have the inside 
scoop on what and where 
to find them on our college 
budgets. 

Practical & Pretty
We know that as college 

students, we are wearing 
many “hats,” such as jug-
gling school, work, campus 
activities, and families for 
some individuals. This 
section is dedicated to you. 
Athletic gear can be trendy 
and comfortable. Just make 
sure that you are not overdo-
ing the athletic apparel. A 
good example of practical 
and pretty is comfy jogging 
pants, a cozy turtleneck, a 
cute color-blocked cardigan, 
and simple wedges.  It’s 
comfortable and cute on 
campus.  I don’t suggest 
wedges if you are a doing a 

lot of walking. If you are a 
“walker,” classic cowboy-
style boots will be the trend 
you need to take advantage 
of. Feel free to add vintage 
accessories, huge earrings, 
and abstract bracelets to add 
the high fashion look.  For 
the practical and pretty look, 
check out Avalon Exchange 
in the Loop, formerly known 
as Rag-O-Roma. You can 
bring your gently used 
items, and trade them in for 
new looks. What I love most 
about Avalon Exchange is 
that they stay in trend. Not 
like Plato’s Closet where 
they buy anything name 
brand and in good condi-
tion. It’s not about the name; 
it’s about the look. You can 
achieve a Michael Kors look 
on a Wal-Mart budget with 
the right eye. 

Color Blocking
Yes, we get to keep color 

blocking into the fall season 
also. Color blocking is 
when you take two or more 

color pieces and pair them 
together to create a look. It’s 
very easy to do, and when 
the trend fades away, your 
“color-blocking” pieces will 
easily transition into basic or 
maybe even new trends. To 
achieve this with fun pieces, 

you can use clothes already 
in your closet to create a 
new look. Just add variety 
and remember that accesso-
ries already make the outfit. 

Even though most bright 
colors are frowned upon 
during the colder months, 
color blocking will be very 
popular into the winter. Your 
abstract dresses you loved 
so much during the sum-
mer can be extended with 
tights, booties, and blazers. 
Be careful when picking out 
accessories. You still want 
your dress to be the main 
focus.  When creating your 
own blocking, incorporate as 
many colors as you like. The 
sky is the limit. You don’t 
have to be super-matching. 
Try new colors that you 
wouldn’t normally match to-
gether. It’s fun and creative. 
People will notice and may 
even mimic your idea. Now 
you’re a trendsetter! Color 
blocking became hot in the 
80s and continues to trend 
today. So please don’t sleep 
on Goodwill, thrift stores, 
and resale shops because 
you can find some awesome 
pieces in these places at 

great prices. 
Prints & Layers
Not long ago when some-

one saw prints, they may 
have thought of old-lady 
furniture. Now prints are ev-
erywhere and almost every-
one is experimenting with 
new prints, patterns, and 
creative ways to layer them. 
Bring out those old sweaters 
because they will come in 
handy this season. Sweat-
pants with patterns will be 
a great way to incorporate 
more color blocking. Button-
downs and long-sleeve shirts 
with collars are great for 
layering and keeping warm 
and the bigger the collar, the 
better. 

So there you have it. 
Remember, these are just 
trends. The best advice on 
fashion is to be you and 
feel comfortable.  Every 
look is not for everyone. 
We are who we are because 
of individuality so be free 
being you. 

can fans who 
enjoy watching 
Japanese anima-
tion and dis-
cussing it with 
fellow fans. 
Most meet-
ings are spent 
discovering new 
anime series 
and discussing 
them among the 
group mem-
bers.

The origins of 
Genshiken can 
be traced back 

to founding club members 
Samuel Kayser and Andrew 
Hughes, Florissant Val-
ley students who shared an 
interest in anime. The club 
was originally started in 
2009, but was not officially 
recognized as a campus 
club until the spring of 
2010. For founder Samuel 
Kayser, the drive to start up 
the Genshiken club came 
from a life-long obsession 
with Japanese culture. His 
idea was to create Genshi-
ken as a “person-to-person 
hub to trade information on 
opinions, new and upcom-
ing events, and observing 
the Japanese influence” that 
had been a major motivation 
within his own life.

When it comes to the 
club’s workings behind 
the scenes, Genshiken’s 
guardian angel has material-
ized in the form of its club 
sponsor, Professor Paul 
Nygard. As someone better 
known on campus as the 
Lord Of The Rings teacher, 
he never expected to be part 
of an anime club in such a 
fundamental way. But when 

the club’s former president 
Jimmy Arthur came to him 
with hat-in-hand for his as-
sistance, Professor Nygard 
answered the call and has 
since become the club’s 
most valued sponsor in its 
short history.

Being a part of Genshiken 
has been an educational ex-
perience for Nygard. “I use a 
couple of anime films in my 
Capstone course but I wasn’t 
really familiar with the 
extent of it,” Nygard admit-
ted, “and the depth of it and 
the devotion that so many 
people have to it.” Since 
becoming the club’s adviser 
in the fall of 2011, Nygard 
has been watching more 
anime in order to further his 
familiarity with the medium. 
It’s a familiar story for club 
members; just going to one 
Genshiken weekly meet-
up has led people to want 
to watch anime more than 
when they initially stepped 
into the meeting room.

The membership of the 
club is as diverse as the cam-
pus student body, all brought 
together by a matched love 
for anime culture. For those 
interested in Genshiken, 
whether as a pre-existing 
anime club or as someone 
looking to further the college 
experience by joining a club, 
Nygard’s advice is clear: 
just show up. The rest is up 
to you.

Genshiken meets every 
Thursday from 2-5 p.m.. 
in room 101 in the Social 
Science building. For more 
information, contact Profes-
sor Nygard at 314-513-4419 
or at his office in the SS 
building. 

A piece of the marriage 
equality battle is coming 
to STLCC Florissant Val-
ley’s own Terry M. Fischer 
Theatre this October. In 
2008, California voters 
passed Proposition 8, which 
amended the state constitu-
tion to ban gay marriage. 
Earlier this year, the propo-
sition was overturned by a 
federal appeals court. 

 The play is based on the 
Federal District court case 
filed by the American Foun-
dation for Equal Rights 
(AFER) to overturn Propo-
sition 8.  Actors conduct 
the play by reading from 
the script written by Dustin 
Lance Black, founding 
board member of AFER and 
winner of a 2009 Academy 
Award for the screenplay of 
Milk, starring Sean Penn. A 
Broadway staged reading of 
8 was held as a benefit for 
AFER and included a host of 
Hollywood actors, such as, 
George Clooney and Brad 
Pitt. 

 Before the play could take 

the stage on the FV campus, 
Dan Betzler, director of the 
play at STLCC-FV, had sev-
eral approval processes to 
complete with STLCC and 
the play’s producers, AFER 
and Broadway Impact, an 
organization supporting mar-
riage equality.  

 Make no mistake, 8 is a 
play with a purpose in sup-
porting marriage equality 
and following each perfor-
mance of the play, “talkback” 
sessions will be held with 
marriage equality advocates 
comprised of openly gay 
and lesbian panelist to help 
further the conversation on 
ways to become involved in 
the marriage equality move-
ment.  

 For more information call 
the box office at 314-513-
4488 or visit www.stlcc.edu/
FV/Theatre 

For a compete cast list and 
the “Talkback” list of panel-
ist please visit: 

www.fvforumflo.blogspot.
com

“8” Coming Soon 
to FV Stage

By HOLLY SHANKS of the Forum


